Mr. James Spilman 
Dear Jim: 


Your nice letter of February 27 raises a lot of 

interesting problems and I will comment on them as best I can. 

A 

I am enclosing my silver specimen of the Douglas 


96 -VV which you will note is 


convex] 




dies are. 


'Sfe, a^Jhe A.N.S. 

has the die break at the sun^-fH^ssfeSBi) is 


+ h -i e.£o.. rftTr ^j — fyrm my IOI4. designation^a^-^ 
I will be interested in your comments 

eu Csi^cJLm-Q. 

In addition I am enclosin g Js&e sealing wax im- 


pression of the Mattatuck die, this being the best 

Sit 


I was 


able to obtain after years of 

taken its picture^ You may^afe-" so , if you wish^. -f — plan to- t a- k» 


. I have never 

©'L- e) ITU. JLc 


-i-t-s -prr&--W^&y-- in dme e u ar ' bfcf, ""if .y irn ~~d-o~rre>-t. I had hoped to get 


a better impression but, apparently, both of us have found 

446^1^- 

it unusually difficult to MB*e better service from the organi- 


za tion . 

•>~0 

theory on the multiple dies of the New Haven 

A 0 * 


s tyle^i 


gacx pair of actual dies 


C*xJ2 J2 


found. Hubs 


hr 


made $ 0 - each so that if the original dies broke in the restrik- 


ing additional dies could be made. The original pair of dies 


4 a. * -— - 

used for re striking and the obverse 

"ML - ■> » ** ■ • ■ »' — I — yLfr*** — ' 
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/ ~t&L ZjlZZul^ $ ^t= /H&<£ 'cate: aZZ ^ 

n. '9W m^r i n.ljST . with 


>iA»_ 




hm 4* 




sufficient capacity to transfer rimiinr through hubbing because 


the United States Mint did - - ^ r - 


this procedure until I 83 U. 


I do not know whether a drop press or a screw press was used 


for the coins and, naturally, would be interested in your 


rotation of reverses to see whether this gives any relevant 


*ua -tLdb^<^ 


, 

clues. I do not think there were any hinged die -«iayKfc. 


-beil e ve— th-e — d-i-^s w-e-re -ma de— by- - s - i m-p-1 e- --p-un-&h-e-g~a^a-d~- ddab- - the 1 e t to r 


pTrnxrffgJ "1H b y 1 11 d i-v - i du a l T e t - i e r - a occ a~bTCT T dll < y in bo 


uati-t-^o sry&rtz 

* •. . tba—h- a b- b - u t . g o n er a-l-ly - iirto ^ e — f-i - ni ohod -d i e . ^ 


CtU, 


£ 


olI( 



The only answer I am sure of w fr- ich — 1 — gi-v° y-ou 




tn—a — q^ue^Wren— ye^j— a-sic-KkxKkxixacDixxKKKxxxix.^assrfre. why the Fugios 


U^-CTM'V- , 

come so we 1 1“ “Cttcu la-te-d is simply that all Colonial copper coins 


&~L See 


after their collapse in value, in 1789* were revived a 

cdcry^ c^Zt. 0 3 *■ 


thereafter and circulated as copper c oinage^until about 


I83O. That is why Connecticuts, Vermont®, Fugios, Novas, 

b& 

etc. are so well worn. This is another ptik. -swFb^fextt of mine 
&L<- tU'+* 2 &****+? Z-- -x 

what they circulated for and I have an extensive file 


& 


on it. Fred Boyd had about $0 s peci 


.mens in hi 


s collection 


Jr" 


when I examined 



I feel that the Fugios are tremendously important 


and that their being the first official United States coin 


is something which is not generally recognized from an import- 


ance point of view. They are treated like any other Colonials 


by most people. 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Newman : 


I would certainly appreciate your sending a 
set of prints, as you mentioned in your last letter, of 
the existing Fugio Cent die varieties. They would be very 
helpful indeed. 

I received a letter from Richard Picker in 
which he mentioned his recent visit with you and the decision 
to work out a more comprehensive rarity scale for the Fugios. 

This is certainly needed - I am convinced that there are many 
more Fugios around than are indicated by the present scale. I 
am presently making up a comprehensive list of my collection 
for insurance purposes and will send you a copy when it is 
completed - in the meantime I am enclosing a separate sheet 
without much detail other than variety. 

The order of die sinking can be determined from the 
chipping of the master hubs which is progressive from die 
to die - but is very difficult to distinguish, especially on 
reverses where there is very little fine detail to chip. Along 
this same line - I assume that you are aware that the original 
intent was that the sun dial would not be ornamented between 
numbers - and the reason that it was changed. If not, this 
is an interesting sequence of events which I shall be glad to 
discuss later with you. 

As for the order of striking... I once thought this 
to be a very straight forward thing to accomplish but have since 
concluded that this is by no means the case. I believe that the 
same combinations came together more than once - especially in the 
case of X, B, M, U, XX with the 8, 11, 12, 1J and 20. You mention 
a nev; XX, I would expect that it would most probably be a 
11, 15 , or 18. I have tried to construct a family tree which 
combines the apparent order of striking with rariety and other 
factors with some success. The general quality of workmanship 
and order of die sinking fits pretty well also. Things got pretty 
sloppy late in the history of the Fugios. Much of my data is 
still uncorrelated - actually it is still being generated - 
but I will send along what I can as I have the time. 

I guess I should mention the technique for determining 
some o. tnese things which may seem impossible . I have been working 
with the "struck through" characteristics which Crosby mentions 
on nage JCC o: his book. This of course is simply mutual die 
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damage resulting from the dies coming together without a planchet 
in place - relative hardness of the dies must be taken into 
account at this point - and the resulting deformation shows on 
subsequent coins until the dies begin to smooth out as they do 
because of the changes in hardness of the die metal due to the 
impact. As the dies become interchanged the relative markings 
fail to match and new combinations of markings appear. 

Well- after you work with these for awhile you discover that 
it is possible to read out of these markings the history of the 
various dies and to identify combinations of dies which are 
unknown. This is quite difficult and is easily subject to error 
since the dies were forever shifting in relation to each other 
and generated a lot of confusing detail - especially in the form 
of relative rotation. Do you know if any of the original dies 
are in existance ? I have concluded that they we re not keyed, 
otherwise the rotation could not have taken place and the 
upset reverses would not have occured. Do you know if the 
New haven dies are keyed? I have some comments on these also 
but will not take the time here. 

Needless to say, all of this takes a lot of time and 
many coins, well struck and in Fine+ condition. I have calculated 
that there might have been as many as J2 million Fugio Cents 
struck - assuming that all the copper mentioned by Crosby 
was converted into coin - and if you go further and attempt to 
to estimate the time required for this job and the number of 
drop presses, the number of dies, etc. etc. * WOW* In any 
case, there may well be enough good specimens available to 
complete this work. 

Well - some of this information on the "struck through" 
Fugios is what I have promised to write up for A1 Hoch for the 
Colonial Newsletter . I hope that you will find it of interest 
also. Incidently , I have just obtained the 1 1 -E and 1J-X Double 
Struck Fugios from Q. David Eowers - he mentioned that you had 
examined them, i believe that I can place the 11— B double strike 
quite nicely in the history of this combination - it appears to have 
been intentional. The 1J-X I think was unintentional, having hung 
to the top die and dropped off just an instant before the second 
blow onto the blank planchet already in place. Its matching mate 
- the lower planchet - may turn up someday. They both probably went 
into circulation. 

I have concluded also that there is an ?-A combination 
as well as 11 -A. There are ST marks on my A which do not match the 
11 die, but I have not yet been able to identify the die. I need'to 
examine more A's. 


More later. 


Very truly yours, 



James C. Spilnan 
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April 28, 1961 


Mr. James C. Spllman 
1U18 Flamingo Lane 
Garland, Texas 

Dear Mr. Spilman: 

lour letter was sincerely stimulating and I think we are going 
to have a lot of fun corresponding. I agree that Fugios are 
more common than the rarity scale previously published. 

When you make your list of Fugios for insurance purposes, 
please get the weight of each coin, in grains, so that I have 
this data also. 

Xou say that the sun dial was not to be ornamented between the 
numbers and I would like to ask you why you have conee to that 
conclusion. I know that the hub impressions have no numbers 
but other hubs were made. Why was this design changed? I 
am enclosing another hub impression which you may not be 
familiar with. It is my number 102. 

I am going to send you photographs of the Fugios and am having 
the prints made now. It is very important that if any of 
your coins will make better pictures than those I have, I 
would like to have the opportunity of photographing them. I 
am particularly interested if the Reverse Ijis better than 
the picture I have. 

Two original dies are in existence, to my knowledge, and I 
am checking up on whether they have keys. I believe they 
are merely round. The New Haven obverse die apparently broke 
and I am enclosing a picture of the 'die breaks which appeared. 

You say you already know about the 12 KK so I have nothing 
new to offer on that soore . 8 

Yesterday A1 Hooh called me from Boston and had a nice chat 
with me. 


You are a genius if you oan tell the die varieties from click- 
ing marks. I amparticularly interested in photographing your 

°£ 21-1 88 y0u lndloate there is a doible set 
f clicking marks on one and a single set on the other. This 
is important to show. 
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Mr. James C. Spilman 


April 28, 1961 


My description of Q is bad and therefore your difficulty with 
respect to 9-Q is because of my stupidity. This will be c&rrected 
as I think I mixed up the L and Q description. 

Please keep jip your comments and we will solve many of the 
problems of this amazing group of coins. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


May U, 1961 


Mr. James G. Spilraan 
Iiil8 Flamingo Lane 
Garland, Texas 

Dear Mr. Spilraan: 

As promised, I am enclosing photographs of the 
Fugio pieces which will enable you to work on 
them more easily. Dies 102, 10*>, KK and J are 
not included in this group, 

I hope these are helpful and I look forward 
to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


SPILMAN ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES 


14IB FLAMINGO LANE 


GARLAND, TEXAS 


ELECTRONICS AND AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


1 6 Kay ip^l 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr . Newman : 


I have completed the comparison of my 


collection with your photographs and have concluded that 
I have several that will be better that the ones which you 
have. These are the two 21-1, a 14-C, and a 22-M. On the 
~ the le*t i oot of the sundial shows extensive recutting 
which should photograph nicely and the reverse, which is upset, 
shows clicking marks of the sundial base in two positions, 
above and below the WE ARE ONE. I hope these will photograph 
sufficiently well for reproduction. 

Please let me know when you want these and 
your shipping instructions. 


Very truly yours, 



JCS/s 


May 19, 1961 


Hr. James C. Spilman 
liil8 Flaming to Lane 
Garland, Texas 

Dear Mr. Spilman: 


Please be kind enough to send the U coins to me 
promptly for photography. You may send them 
directly to my office by any method which gives 
you peace of mind. I find certified mail more 
than adequate and prefer first class mail to 
parcel post. 

i’hank you for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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June 20, 1961 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
Spilman Engineering Associates 
11*18 Flamingo Lane 
Garland, Texas 

Dear Mr. Spilman: 

I wish to thank you for lending me the five Fugios from 
your collection which you forwarded me on May 31 and 
I am returning the same herewith. I am also sending you 
obverse and reverse prints of both specimens of your 
21 -D and the reverse of your lii- 0 . 

You raised a question as to whether 26 dies could have 
been sunk with one hub of 1787 vintage steel. It is per- 
fectly possible, as you know, that the master hub was 
used to make an intaglio and then working hubs could be 
made in any quantity needed without risking the master 
hub. This was the procedure in England prior to that 
time . 

I do not have any dictaphone equipment available so olease 
write me whenever the spirit moves. 

I am stij .1 trying to get the full data on the two exist- 
ing Fugio dies but it will be fall before the parties 
in charge will return to unlock them. This is* frustrating 
but not serious. 

I am satisfied that the double clicking on Reverse I could 
have been caused by Obverse 17 as well as Obverse 21 . 
naturally, if an obverse die were removed and then reset 
it might be rotated slightly in position and thus damage 
the reverse in two different places. 

Cordially yours. 


CERTIFIED MAIL 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

BPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


> 

spiLman engineering associates 

1418 FLAMINGO LANE 

GARLAND, TEXAS ELECTRONICS AND automatic CONTROL 


51 May 1961 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am enclosing the four Fugios which I had 
mentioned earlier and in addition the 104-FF in copper which 
shows extensive die breaks similiar to the photo which you 
sent . 

You will be interested also in the die break 
across the 22. This die appears to have split in half as many 
seem to have done. I suspect that these breaks were due to a 
slight warping of the die face as they were quenched. This seems 
indicated by the excessive conc'^vfty with resultant wear on the 
high spots which is seen on quite a few varieties. 

I have been told, by the way, that the old time 
blacksmiths, circa 1800, would harden their wrought irons by 
quenching them in horse urine to take advantage of the high 
nitrogen content. If you are ever able to locate an original 
die a spectroscopic analysis of the surface metal and deeper metal 
would be useful to determine the composition. I am very curious 
about this material since most metallurgists with whom I have 
discussed the Fugios are skeptical that one hub of 1787 vintage 
steel - such as it was - could have been sunk 2 6 (or more) times 
without a great deal more chipping than is evident on the obverses! 



Very truly yours, 


September 10, 1962 


Mr. James C. Spillman 
7700 Briarwood Drive 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Spillman: 

I enjoyed your comments on the Fugio pieces and 
now that you have moved closer you can come to 
St. Louis and we can talk about the matter 
further . 

Incidentally, you indicate that you do not believe 
screw presses would be sc likely to produce click- 
ing damage. The lever handle used to spin the 
screw press is spun by another person than the 
one putting on the planchet and if the planchet 
is fumbled the dies might come together. However, 
either type of press could have a stop so that 
the dies would not click and it is only when such 
a stop is removed or not properly adjusted that 
this would occur on either type of press. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


September 18, 1963 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P.O.Box 2011* 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Bear Mr. Spilman i 

I want to wish yon the very best in undertak- 
ing the COLONIAL NEWS LETTER project. It is high time 
we meet and I hope you will come to see me in St. Louis 
when you can. 

In connection with your research fos/m questions, 
I believe those will be very stimulating. Question RF-£ 
asks how many collectors have various varieties of the 
tin farthings of 1688. I want you to know that a new 
revised article on the tin farthing6 has been written by 
me and will be published in the A.N.3. NOTES within a 
few months. It describes the varieties more carefully, 
adds new varieties, and gives additional background to 
the coinage. It also contains illustrations of all the 
varieties. It also corrects some of the errors which 
I made in my original article. Whoever asked the question 
about it should be interested in the above. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


September 18, 1963 


Mr. James C.Spilraan 
P.O.Box 201U 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Spilraan: 

With respect to questions RF-3 and RF-6 in the 
COLONIAL NEWS LETTER, I know these probably come from you, 
as I realize how extensive your interest in Fugio material 
is. 


RF-3. The Bank of New York developed their little 
pamphlet with the help of Damon Douglas and their own 
hi storian . 

RF-6. I have Crosby's obverse No. i* pieces which 
were electrotypes but I do not know wheie it is reported 
that these are in gold, silver, and copper. Would you tell 
me the source of this rumor. 

For many years I have waited for Damon Douglas to 
complete his monograph on the Fugio material and have avoided 
a conflict with my desire to write on the subject. I have 
continually added to my information because I did not think 
his health or interest would enable him to finish what he 
started. I, therefore, am undertaking a completely new mono- 
graph, using his material, because he has specifically indi- 
cated that he has abandoned his project. I felt that you 
should know ray plans and will look forward to any cooper- 
ation or assistance which you and others can give me. I 
will gladly submit portions of the material to you for 
your suggestions if you wish. I have been waiting for the 
opportunity to write this story for a long time and look 
forward to it with great enthusiasm. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


October 2, 1963 


Hr. James C.Spilman 
P.O.Box 201U 
Little Rock:, Arkansas 

Dear Mr.Spilmanj 

Thank you for your very nice letter of 
September 27, 1963. You certainly have a fantas- 
tic collection of pieces and I congratulate you 
on it. You offered to give me additional inform- 
ation as to these items and because of the complete- 
ness of your collection I am going to take advantage 
of your kindness. 

I would like to know the order- in which 
each obverse and reverse wa« combined with other 
obverses and reverses if this can be readily de- 
termined from die breaks and clicking or crashing 
die marks. In other words, could you make a list 
of which dies have die breaks or cracking marks and 
in what combinations they are found. You might 
describe the die break, also. For your convenience 
I am enclosing a die interlock chart which I pre- 
pared to show what dies were used more than once. 

To the extent dies were used in s 4 ngle combinations 
only they are not covered in the chart. You will 
note in the chart that the reverses are on alter- 
nate lines horizontally. 

I look forward to meeting you whenever your 
wanderings bring you to St.Louis as you are getting 
closer by getting to Arkansas. 

My kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January 8, 196U 


Mr. Janes C.Spilman 
P.O.Box 201U 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
Dear Mr.Spilraam 

X think your tribute to Damon Douglas and his 
work on the Fugios is well deserved and it was very 
nice for you to show that appreciation, 

I an sure you will get continued satisfaction 
out of publishing The News Letter, although I would pre- 
fer to see The Numismatist give you a few pages and let 
you handle it in that manner. 

Best regards for the New Year. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


February 25, 196U 


**r. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 261lt 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Jims 


1 ara enclosing herewith the off-center strike 
Fugio which was borrowed by Dick Picker. I have photo- 
graphed it and will send you a picture of it as soon as 
the negative is developed, assuming it comes out. 

Will you be kind enough to return it directly 
to Dick after you have studied it. 

!D hope your business is organized sufficiently 
so that you can go back to your numismatic studies. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


March 10, 1?6U 


Mr. James C. Spilraan 
P.O.Box 3672 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Jim: 

Your nice letter of February 27 raises a lot of 
interesting problems and I will comment on some of them as 
best I can. 


I am enclosing ray silver specimen of the Douglas 
96-Vf which you will note is convex as the A.H.S.dies are 
and ha 3 the die bi’eak at the sun. The obverse is from the 
same source as ray 10U designation and the reverse shows no 
particular difference from FF. I will be interested in your 
comments after you study it. 

In addition, I am enclosing a oracked sealing 
wax impression of the Mattatuck die, this being the best I 
was able to obtain after years of requests. I have never 
taken its picture and I have no other. You may photo it, 
if you wish, or I will on its return. I had hoped to get 
a better impression but, apparently, both of us have found 
it unusually difficult to secure better service from the 
organization. 


I have no particular theory on the multiple 
dies of the New Haven 3tyle. A pair of actual dies might 
have been found. Hubs could have been made from each 
so that if the original dies broke in the restriking, addition- 
al dies could be made. The original pair of dies could have 
been used for re striking and the obverse cracked so that they 
oould not be further used. If hubs had been found, then the 
letters would have to be punched into the die as I do not 
believe the letters of WE ARE ONE are different from the 
original ones. Would they have kept the letter punches? I 
doubt it. The letters UNITED STATES were definitely in the 
hub with the links and punched into the dies of all reverses. 


- 2 - 

Mr. James C 


Spilraan 


March 10, 1961* 


I am sure there was no sorev press in 1787 with 
sufficiant oapacity to make transfer through hubbing because 
the United States Mint did not develop this procedure until 
183U. I do not know whether a drop press or a screw press 
was used for the coins and, naturally, would be interested 
in your rotation of reverses to see whether this gives any 
relevant clues, I do not think there were any hinged 
die pairs as that was not then used. 

The only answer I am sure of is why the Fugios 
come so worn. It is simply that all Colonial oopper coins 
after their collapse in value, in 1789, were revived a year 
or so thereafter and circulated as copper coinage along 
with U.S. cents and half cents until about 1830, That is why 
Connectiouts, Verraonts, Fugios, Novas, etc. are so well worn. 
This is another topic of study of mine because I cannot find 
out what they circulated for and I have an extensive file on 


Fred Boyd had about $ 0 specimens of Fugios in 
his collection when I examined it, 

I feel that the Fugios are tremendously import- 
ant and that their being the first official United States 
coin is something which is not generally recognized from an 
importance point of view. They are treated like any other 
Colonials by most people. 

Cut me in on your comparison of the interior sun 
dial ornaments as these seem to be punched in after the hub 
was used. 


As to the club rays, I 
emphasis and not to correct a defec 

Its fun corresponding. 


thought these were 

t. 

Let' s keep it up. 


for 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC ?, NEWMAN 


May 18, 1965 


Mr. James C. Spilman 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jim: 

Thank you for your nice letter of April 25. 

that wp SI 5nTn r ?«f lad £ eel that my su SR©stion is acceptable 
eert*?ni J ^ f an A * M » Sa monograph on the F U gio material. I am 

both »r«°»r n H C 5 et the j0b a oc°">Plished,as I know that 

rood ! re steadJ : w » k « r » and “ill take enough time to do a 
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You ask for certain additional information at this time and 

inlhe^B^nd c g ol t l h e%^ iCtUr % S 1 t00k ° f th * *° ld fESeSj 

in the Brand collection and ray notes with respect to it. I am 

my notes with respect to another group of restrikes 

o thar h 1 hS ?u the °P p J rtunit y of examining and there maybe still 
others. The most important thing, as I see it ^ 

iestrJkes'drno^Se 1 * 65 ^ 011 f? *5® restrikes «/i« my opLionJ 
be undertaken ° f , the extensive study which coild 

!?? r 1 k 1 determine exactly how they were made. There 

number ^ SJ ""I ^ ° f dle f f ° Und ’ There cer tainly were a 

?" transfer hubs or master hubs. The subject of bona fide 

thft goil. S ° fascinatin e that 1 our efforts should be toward 

I presume that you are well along the way in determining 

" dar . of at r lkl "S. a ? I think this io important" I be^evi ve 
s ould retain the original numbering for the pieces as a new 
numbering would cause too much confusion. 

^Jis-inrs.ss:^' lf waa 

b..i. 1 .i2°ta« r ”;j ttJS'inf b ith y0U ° n a » ueh more totalled 

doing a fine pieaf wo?k ^gether. S ° UrCe ° f " UtUal aatl "'«tio„ 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 




ORM #105 


November 2, 1965 


MEMORANDUM 


To Mr. James C. 


Spilman 


From 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jim: 


The COLONIAL NEWS LETTER stimulated me to mak6 the 
following comments: 

As to TN-1, I think it is very important for anyone who 
has a nondestructive X-ray analyser to determine the metal con- 
tent of any Continental dollars he has. Walter Breen does not 
indicate whether the amount in excess of 95 % is metallic, or 
nonmetallic. Some dollars may be nearer 90 % tin as indicated 
in Watson’s Chemical Essays. 

Many of the early catalogues refer to the Continental 
Dollars as being made of tin, and I think it would be important 
for further analysis to be done in this field. 

With' respect to the letter from Benjamin Franklin to 
Edward Bridgeon, the entire correspondence, including that letter, 
was published in THE NUMISMATIST December, 1956, Vol. 69, pa?e 
1363 under the title "Poor Richard’s Mottoes for Coins". 

Kindest regards, 


EPN/a tb 


February 28, 1966 


Mr. James C.Spilman Eric P. Newman 

Dear Jimt 

I understand that the December number of the COLONIAL 
NEWS LETTER is out and since I did not receive a copy, as yet, 

I am most anxious to see it. I understand it has some interesting 
things in it which challenge statements in my prior writing. 

Would you be nice enough to send me a copy or two if 
it has not already been sent. 

Kindest regards. 


P.O.Box 11*020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


E r 'N/atb 


April 26, 1966 


Mr. James C. Spilmsn 
li007 Medford Dr., S.E, 
Huntsville, /la. 35302 

Dear Jim* 


I cannot find our copy of COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
ERIAL NO. 8, the last before your editorship. Do you 
have an extra? May I photocopy yours? 

Enclosed is $25»00 as our contribution to tha 
continuation of COLONIAL NEWSLETTER. 


Sincer ly yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E N 
atb 


4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama 

June 15 , 1966 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your recent letters — and once more please 
overlook my long delay in reply - this is the especially hectie 
time of year in my business and I have had no time for other 
things . 

First — in fairness to Mr . Sipsey — the idea of publishing 
the Dies by Wyon paper is all mine - he did not really want it 
published, but I talked him into it. So please understand this. 

I have no doubt that he is sincere — as you say, a great deal of 
ea.ioro went into this paper. His method of reasoning does not 
seem unusual to me because it is - I believe - standard practice 
m the scientific community to "rework facts to suit theories" as 
a method of testing new theories. If with time they fail the test - 
then so be it, but you do not prove or disprove until you have 
tested! I do not know Mr. Sipseys profession but I am willing to 
guess that he was trained as a scientist or engineer. 

Serial Number 8 of The Colonial Newsletter was not issued. 
This was the result in an error in numbering at the time I took 
over the job from A1 Hoch. 

Thanks also for your contribution to CNL. At the present time 
I am not accepting any additional contributions from the original 
contributors unless things change for the worse - so thank you - 
but I am returning your check. 


Best regards, 



James C, Spilman 


Form #105 


October 17, 1966 


TO 


MEMORANDUM 

— From eric P. NEWMAN 

l 

RF-g 

M y collection has specimens of all varieties shown on 
the plate included in A.N.S. MUSEUM NOTES XI (James II l/2iith 
Real for the American Plantations). 

If someone is doing further research on this project 
I will be glad to give them further data. 


EPN/atb 


Eric : 


Attached is copy of letter for your 
information which I have mailed to 
Eva Adams. It will probably have no result 
there always seems to be some quirk of law 
that negates such things - but thought I 
would give it a try. I have not seen these 
sets but would like to. Do you think you 
might be able to obtain one for me ? 


Best regards , 



AIRMAIL 


P* 0, Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 55802 

JUne 28, W67 


Miss Eva Adams, Director 
United States Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Miss Adams 1 


It has been brought to ay attention that the publisher of 
Time Magazine has recently distributed as promotional material a 
number of sets of reproductions of •Colonial* American coins. These 
sets are reported to contain, among others, a reproduction of a 
FUgio Cent. 

My purpose in writing to you, Mise Adams, is to point out that 
the FUgio Cent of 1787 is an officially authorized coinage of the 
United States and that its reproduction - however innocently 
accomplished - is an act of counterfeiting. 

The authorization for the FUgio coinage is contained in an 
entry in the Journals of the Continental Congress dated April 21 , 1787 
with subsequent actions detailing the design dated July 6, 1787. 

May I suggest, J&se Adams, that it would be appropriate for your 
office to initiate an investigation of this matter and to request 
the appropriate authority to seize and destroy these particular items. 


Very truly yours, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 



October 17 , 1967 

ERIC P. NEWMAN 


RF-6 

I believe the electros showing Crosby's obverse No. I4 
of the FHCrio pieces, with the rays extending into the rings, 
are Crosby's own specimens. They are in my collection. 


MEMORANDUM 

From 


EPN/atb 


MEMORANDUM 


October 17, 1967 


TO 


From eric p « NEWMAN 


RF-10 

I have Mott tokens which are struck on planchets of 
different thicknesses. I suggest a micrometer measurement 
between the field to the two surfaces be made so as to determine 
whether there is enough difference to have a point made of it. 


EPN/atb 


MEMORANDUM 


October 17, 1967 


TO 


RF-18 


From ERIC P. NEWMAN 


though th^edge bfaS^.^Touble^ etrl'll* 5 " l0 °*° 88 
the double e striker r a ” Ele ° f th ® Pl ° W " ,8y h8Te been ' a “sed by 


Similarly, on 
area inside of QUARTA 
striking. 


the reverse, the 
could readily be 


missing A and the defective 
the result of double 


»ade fronts ^regul.r^double^etruck^plece^ 9 *”** the al88tr ° " 8S 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 21, 1968 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
li007 Medford Drive, S,E, 
HuntsVille, Ala. 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I appreciated so much receiving your study of the die 
interlocks of the Fugio pieces. The arrangement is most un- 
usual and certainly is clearer than a two dimensional one. 
Naturally, it will take a lot of cerebration before I am able 
to comment on the technical phases of your work but it cer- 
tainly looks like a fine step forward. 

A preliminary thought is that Obverse 12 certainly 
did a lot of traveling 8nd that seems hard to explain. In my 
opinion it was not a complete single composite hub from which 
other dies were produced. I believe it is more logical to 
assume that it was used at different times. I do not think 
it was used in different places. 

I have tornake a talk at ANS, in November, end there- 
fore will need a little time before I go back to the Fugio 
study. In the meantime you may even develop some new ideas. 

Over the telenhone I talked to you about the Fugio 
material in the beginning of Taxey's book "U.S.Mint 4 Coinage" 
and if you want me to send you photocopies of it, please drop 

me a line. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPJ/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Form #105 


September 2l, 1968 


MEMORANDUM 



\ 

To Mr .James Spilman 

From Eric P. Newman 


Dear Jim* 


A photocopy of Taxay’s article on the Fugio patterns 
is enclosed. After you have read it X would enjoy discussing 
it with you. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


Jenaary Ik, 196? 


Mr. James G. Spilman 
I|007 Medford Dr., S.E. 

Huntsville, /la. 35802 

Dear Jim: 

The various points of view on the Fugio problems 
are most enlightening and show what can be done with 
team work. Someone should forthwith look him up in 
the Chicago directories, biographical publications, 
and other sources. 

Wouldn't it be wonderful if all of those who have 
done research on the Fugios could now get together 
end have a seminar to discuss the facts and their 
theories so that sound conclusions could be reached. 

This is the COLONIAL NEWSLETTER'S finest hour. 
Congratulations . 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


December 8, 196? 


Mr. James G. Spilman 
1*007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Ala. 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I only have a couple of copies of the 1952 
monograph which I wrote. I would lilee to keep them. 

I think the reason people want the monograph 
is to be able to distinguish the varieties of the 
Fugio pieces. The best way to accomplish that is 
to have a new photographic print or prints made up 
ot the various varieties and label them. Since your 
collection and your file and ray file probably have 
ehough to assemble such a collection of photographs, 
what would you think of trying to get prints 
together? Once we get a negative, we could run 
them off as customers wish to have them. 

There is an additional thought and that is 
that it could be published by ANS. 

Thank you for the Horatio N. Rust foil 
imp res sion. 

Please let me hear from you on the foregoing. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

E?N/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

November 23, 19^9 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63IO5 


Dear Eric: 


Every so often someone asks if I can locate for them 
a copy of your CCJ/Wayte Raymond July-August 1952 monograph 
Varieties of The Fugio Cent . At one time I purchased a number 
of copies from someone and gave them away to those who were interested 
in this series. My supply is exhausted and I am unable to locate 
more copies — do you have any tucked away someplace that I could 
have, or do you know where some can be purchased ? 

We have obtained a specimen of the Horatio N. Rust 
medal and will photograph him for the next issue of CNL. A foil 
impression is enclosed for your files. 


Best regards, 



James C. Spilman 


Numismatic 

Eric P. Newman^ Education Society $ 25.00 January 1970 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


Dear Patron: 

Thank you for your financial contribution to The Colonial Newsletter. 

We also need your active participation in the form of questions for the Research 
Forum, your letters, observations and comments that will be useful as Technical 
Notes, and your papers or articles for publication. We will especially 
appreciate your suggestions of articles suitable for reprints. There are many 
worthwhile papers on Colonial Numismatics buried in obscure journals that can 
be brought out from their hiding places. 

So — please write! Let us know about your interests. Your suggestions — all 
kinds — are sincerely appreciated. 

JCS 

Erics I will try to reply t® your letter re. Fugi® platea/ ANS et al 
next week or so. Problems with Space Program budget has me 
strapped for time and I am way behind on correspondence . 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


February, 1970 


To our Patrons and Friends: 


During October of this year THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER will attain its tenth 
anniversary. Quite frankly, ye editor is astonished that it has survived - but it 
has , and the reasons are that many of you have unselfishly contributed your 
talents and your resources. 

Once again it is necessary to ask for your financial support. Last year only about 
one-third of you responded to our request; this year we need greater support. Your 
response will determine - to a great extent - whether or not we attempt to 
implement some ambitious objectives during our next decade. Our immediate 
objectives are to complete a subject index of the material published in CNL 
during these ten years and to make available the reprints of the early issues 
for the CNL Workbook which we mentioned in the December 1969 issue. 

Please fill out the attached coupon and make your check payable to 
The Colonial Newsletter. Our suggested amount for individuals is $ 5.00; we 
hope that our institutional supporters will provide a greater amount. Some of 
you have already sent us your contributions for 1970 and we sincerely thank 
you; however, we would appreciate your completing the coupon and returning it 
to us to provide the other information requested. A stamped envelope is attached 
for your reply. 

It has been suggested that we publish a roster of our Patrons including name, 
address and numismatic specialty. Please indicate your willingness for us to 
publish your name in this roster. Those indicating NO will be omitted from the 
tabulation. If a significant number so indicate, the roster will not be prepared. 

Your other suggestions and comments are welcome. 


Very truly yours, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 



Editor & Publisher 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


4007 Medford Drive, SE 
Huntsville, Alabama J5802 

February 21, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 



Before all this disruption took place I was doing some thinking about 
the future of CNL, and how to go about getting things pulled together 
into something more useful than it is today. Attached is a Xerox copy 
of some of my thoughts on the subject of our next ten years and what 
we might do with them. I have received several reactions to these 
thoughts, and would appreciate yours as well since I know this is a 
subject very dear to your heart. It cannot be accomplished by any 
single individual working alone. y y 


Which brings me back to your question on the Fugio plates. The simple 


task of making up new variety plates could be readily accomplished 
I am certain. This is something we could probably pull together in 
a few weekends in the darkroom. The sort of thing that I would try 
to do, however, for a Fugio Databook would be to have a single 
page for each variety, and show — photographically — the progressive 
mating of dies and the development of significant die breaks and 
clicking marks, etc. An example, one of the better examples, would be 
the 7-T combination evolving through its various combinations and 
then recombining once again in the terminal die states as 7-T. 

iVhat is realistic for me to say that I could do now — today — under 
present circumstances is something that I simply cannot determine 
at this time. It must develop on a day by day basis and be guided 
by circumstance. 

So - what can I say? I keep collecting data, I have literally hundreds 
of Fugio photos from all sorts of sources in addition to my own 
reference collection, and seme of the same coins keep showing up 
in different groups of photos and in interesting sequence. Sometime 
I intend to get all of this data pulled together and - as I have said 
before - I will be pleased to work with you on it. I am certain that 
you understand that I cannot make a commitment on even such a simple 
task as pulling together a group of photographs until I can get 
my larger problems resolved. 


Best regards. 



James C. Spilman 


• F®r possible use in the September 1970 issue ©f CNL 

/ 

I r 


OUR NEXT DECADE 

This issue closes the first decade of THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER. Our publication 
has managed to survive in spite of adversity and during these ten years has produced 
some pages of letters, articles, photographs and concepts comprising a unique 

collection of modern writings on Colonial American Numismatics. Many of these have 
been outstanding in their numismatic content; many have been controversial - such as 
those by the late Everett T. Sipsey which were designed for the specific purpose of 

" getting people to think, and to help open minds closed by numismatic 

tradition." The cooperation and financial assistance of all of our Patrons during these 
ten years' is sincerely appreciated by ye editor. Now, lets think about the future. 

Our objectives for the next decade are the following: 

1 . The continuation of THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER and our Informal 
Association of Patrons. 

2. Production of THE ANNOTATED COLONIAL NEWSLETTER. This will _ 
consist of an indexed loose-leaf bound version of all CNLs with update- 
and cross reference data printed on the left hand (currently blank) pages. 
This will be the second phase of a program consisting initially of 

a CNL Workbook without the printed annotations. 

3. Production of a set of CNL Databooks by series, i.e. Connecticuts, 

New Jersey Coppers, Massachusetts Silver and Copper, Fugios, etc. etc. 
These will contain collected classic works, new manuscripts, and current 
photographic and descriptive date on varieties and rarity, and will be 
designed for periodic updating via inserts. 


This is an ambitious program and will probably require the full ten years for 
implementation. Its completion will depend entirely on our Patron's 
cooperation and financial assistance. If, in fact - the past IS prologue, then » 
it will be successful. Additional data on these objectives and concepts will 

be presented in future issues. Pleasfe let us know your thoughts and 
suggestions on these ideas. 


JCS 


RM #105 


May 5, 1970 


MEMORANDUM 


To 


Mr. James G. Spilman 


From Eric P. Newman 


RF-31 


The location of the Mint site for the Connecticut coppei'S 
was on the property on Water Street then owned by Broome and* Platt. 

I have found no evidence that there was any coinage at 
Morris Cove, or West Haven, or Westville, and believe these 
assertions are without foundation. Although a few dies were 
transferred back and forth between Machins Mills, in Newburgh, 
and the New Haven Mint, Connecticut coinage as such did not take 
place in Machine Mills. 

Now that Ned Barnsley has polished to virtual perfection 
the die varieties of the Connecticut coinage, I am planning to 
write an article on some new Connecticut Mint data which I have 
assembled. 


EPN/atb 


RM #105 


May 5 , 1970 


MEMORANDUM 


To ‘^r. James C. Spilrcan 


From Eric Newman 


RF-32 

The New Haven dies for the Fugio cent were used to 
stride pieces in silver, copper and a yellowish copper. The 
yellowish copper is sometimes referred to as brass. I believe 
that is where the brass relationship arises with respect to 
those dies. 


E'’N/atb 


DRM #105 


May 5, 1970 


TO Mr • James G. Spilman 


MEMORANDUM 

From Eric P . Newman 


RF-3U 


In the Guide to Numismatic Terms, published by the ANA 
Numismatic Terms Standardization Committee, the definition of 
"Bungtown", which I recently wrote, is as follows: 

*'A humorous American name originally applied to 
imitations of British halfpence which were minted and 
circulated in \merica during the 1 7 0 1|. — 9 period, some 
bearing fictitious dates* The name continued to be used 
in New England duri ,g the first half of the ninteenth 
century, referring to any copper coin of depreciated or 
insignificant value.” 

T ,e origin of the term was the topic of an address I gave 
before the American Numismatic Society on July 29, 1969 and will 
be included in a monograph on that subject, i am working on that 
monograph now. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


July 27, 1971 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 
Dear Jim: 


Your Fugio data is great and X congratulate you on its 
Concise presentation and interesting notations. It would now be 
wonderful if you had pictures published of every obverse and 
reverse die. 

Incidentally, I would like very much to have a copy of 
CN for my separate Fugio file. 

The letter from Eva Adams misses the point you were 
making when you wrote her. We were not Colonial in 1787. 

In the Colonial News Letter, just received, are some 
pages from a publication which I do not offhand recognize. Would 



Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/atb 


7 ON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
-OINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 4, 1971 


Mr. James C. Sp liman 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 
Dear Jim: 


Thank you for taking care of my requests. 



With respect to one of the CNL readers, he perhaps has 
5-YY confused with 5-HH. When the piece was discovered, I remember 
it being called to my attention, but I don't remember assigning any 
designation to it. Maybe it is just poor handwriting that caused 
the tnixup. At least I am sure you will tell him that 5-HH is 
probably the one he is referring to. 


In going over my copies of CNL, I find I am missing 
Serial No. 23 and if you have an extra copy I would appreciate it. 
I am cataloguing my library and noticed this deficiency. 


▼ , . * glanced in Prime and noticed the pages you were publishing 

I eouid not believe that I had blocked that book out of my mind in 
trying to remember the source of your material. I think I just have 
a personal prejudice against Prime bedause of his general inaccuracies 


Next week I am going to the AN k convention and hope to 
discuss several numismatic problems at that time. Our principal 
work is in authentication, for the moment. P 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35^02 
JUly 31, 1971 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Erici 


Thank you for your letter of July 27 and your kind words regarding 
my FUgio data in the current issue. Someday, somehow, I certainly 
hope that I will be able to find the time to complete the new 
photographs of all the Fugio dies -- for the ANS monograph that you 
suggested several years ago as well as CNL — I keep getting 

sidetracked by other things that seem more important when they come 
up. 


The group of pages in the current issue that you asked about are from 
Chapter VI - "Coin in America" - from Prime's Coins, Medals and Seals . 
The first group of these pages were included in the January 1 971 
issue of CNL (Serial No. 30) and the remaining ones will be included 
in the next several issues. If by chance you did not receive your copy 
of S/N 30 let me know and I will send you another. 

The extra copy of the current issue that you requested is in the mail 
under separate cover. 


Would you please advise me whether you have assigned the designator "YY" 
to any Fugio die. I received a letter from a CNL Patron advising me that 
I had failed to include 5-YY in the rarity table til 



Best regards , 



J .C .Spilman 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


March 29, 1972 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 
Dear Jim: 


I have your letter of March 26, 1972 asking for a 
copy of the program I gave in 1968 to the American Numismatic 
society on British Halfpence and Bungtowns in America. 

Our house is being remodeled right now and this 
material is buried tfiere I cannot get to it for the moment. 

* certainly intend to do a thorough monograph on 
this subject and have worked on it off and on. It is so 
complex that I never am satisfied with what I have done. A 
couple of people have read the talk I gave with the understanding 
that no copy would be made and I will certainly do that for you? 8 

* , Are yOU * ufcerested in working on the matter or are 

y u trying to tie it in to sane other related subject? It 
would intrigue me to know why you are anxious to read it. 

Let me hear from you on this point. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 5^802 
March 26 , 1972 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 65IO5 


Dear Eric : 


Could you send me a transcript, or copy, or whatever you might have 
available of the material you presented at the November 9, 1968 
ANS meeting in New York on "The Use of British Halfpence and 
Bungtowns in Early America". This would be for my personal study. 

I recall that you told me sometime ago that you were doing additional 
work on a monograph on this subject but since I have not seen or heard 
of its publication I thought that perhaps I had missed hearing of it 
or that you are still working on it. In any event Eric, I would 
very much appreciate a copy of the material you presented in 1968. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


April 20, 1972 


Mr, James C, Soilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Ala. 35302 

Dear Jim; 


As I promised, I have located and l enclose a copy of ray 
manuscript on halfpence in America. There are some additions which I 
made by subsequent interlineation and some I have to insert in due course 
I hope it will serve your purpose as it is. 

The big chock is that you and others asked for copies and 
then the AKA asked me to give a paper at the Educational Forum, in 
Kcw Orleans, in August. X told them I would give a revised version 
of this as it has never been published and was only heard by a few in 
” cr5r 'Aurk in 1968. Do you think it interesting enough? 

/ Please make coimnents, suggestions, challenges, clarifications, 

etc. Please do not make a copy or let anyone else do it. This is 25 
ydars of work off and on, mostly off. Please return it at your 
leisure, J 

/ 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely youra, 


/ 

ERIC P. HEHMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/«*fc 

atb / i 



A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS,., CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 19, 1972 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Ala. 35802 

Dear Jim: 


In your last COLONIAL NEWS LETTER you asked for inform- 
ation about the various places at which Connecticut coppers were 
struck. 


I worked on this problem many, many years ago and have 
come to the conclusion that Bushnell 1 s comments are completely 
fictitious and that there was only one place of striking and that 
was on Water Street. 

I have punches which are purportedly those used for the 
ornaments on Connecticut coinage. 

I also have a quantity of Connecticut information on 
the coinage which has never been published, some of which involves 
the number of Connecticut coins produced, the reasons for the 
change in the partnership participation, etc. 

I would very much like to see this material published 
and would gladly share the writing of it. Who is working on this 
subject currently? Ned Barnsley, you, Lindesmith, etc? 

Best wishes for the holidays. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 25802 
January 20 , 1975 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avehue 

St. Louis, Missouri 65105 

Dear Erics 


lliank you very much for your letter of December 19, 
for your financial contribution to CNL. 


1972 and also 


I aa continuing to study your “Halfpence in America" paper that you 
presented to ANS a few year. ago. In this regard I ha^coae acro^ 
an interesting article of which you aay not be aware — it is 
A Century of Coining" published in The Engineer (London) in six 
1/^*0^ ^L 11 ’J 861 * The P a s® numbers for these six parts are 

tf cont^’ k6, 2 f 2 ’ l 9 , 3 ^ 51 °* A * thi8 i8 a rath * r «^sual journal 
it Ther T.l nUmi8aa ) ic articla > I thought you might not be aware of 
it There are seTeral comments in the article that bear on the subject 
matter in your Halfpence paper. J Ct 


1 ’ I* 1 '*' 2 your H& lfp«nce you are discussing the 1771 law 
and its lack of enforcement. The Engineer article states: "In 1772 the 

li°ZT iz/° r th : cri "* had k '™“ *° «»< ‘ntan.dlo ^; h 

expense, that an extra allowance of funds was granted for the purpose of 

iTzlZr al “ th. c^unW.U^^r. 

the f«ad£r Engla ?? k ut the source is not mentioned - I suppose 

1*1 Ire^nd A sf T ^ “T* ° f the SOUrca “ 1 "°* d ~ « the source 
"era S [ois" anJ ? " l f*, 8Urpr * 8ad that there is no mention of the 

and I certainly would have expected some mention of them 
based on your comments regarding the extent of their manufacture. 

I trust that these observations will be of interest and helpful to vou 
in your continuing work on this subject. I came across this article 

data n on a thr^ h h I T" conductin S in the Ar “y Redstone Library for 
data on the technology associated with diesinking in the late 1700 era. 

Sstribii^wii^rcair^ i article in tha ****** ^umal- 

f ° f " ttel * iS * ttachad l' prokafcly^* 

AaeruL, : g pr °n ziv° u ‘i rr* r,pb - that 

p.rh. pe ,to ,800, u^ t prior> 

r ing in Th. Fr.nklin Journ.l .. .nti.i P .t.d in th. l..t P .r.gr. p h 
but my search continues. r g pn, 


JCS to EFN 1-20-75 page 2 


Now, back to your letter of December 19, 1972. You asked about the 
Connecticut aintsite infomation . By way of background, a cooperative 
study on this subject started quite a few years ago between several 
CNL Patrons, including ayself. In all - approxiaately ten CNL Patrons 
have aade significant contributions of data and information and I 
continue to receive letters from time to time on the subject. The 
RF-51 question was published in ay attempt to pull many loose ends 
together? these loose ends result from the fact that three of the major 
participants have died in recent years. A subsequent question RF -58 
A Rhode Island Mint?" (CNL page 569 ) has come out of this study. 

As a result of circumstance the task of pulling all the data together 
into a reasonable package is now mine alone, and I think I know how 
Crosby felt. I have received a recent input from Lindesmith - Ned 
Barnsley's interests seem to be strictly with the coinage itself, 
varieties, die breaks, etc & etc. and I have received nothing from him 
so far as the aintsite question is concerned. 

I have not yet decided how to format this presentation but I anticipate 
that I shall present a summary of each contributor's data ( in which there 
are nuaereous conflicts ) and then some sort of concluding analysis of 
my own. I may preface the whole thing with a summary of data presented 
in Crosby and other publications of that era, and then establish the pros 
and cons that more recent investigations have uncovered. I do not 
anticipate any firm final conclusions because these cannot be made until 
significant additional research is conducted to identify and separate 
the official operations from the clandestine operations of the parties 
involved. These connections" which grew out of their privateering 

during th « hostilities with England are pro»*t* extremely 
difficult to document and verify. At best it will be a ffstate-of-art" report. 

If you desire to join in I would be very pleased to receive your input 
Eric, and I assure that your contribution will not be mixed or lose its 
identity of origin with yourself. 


You mention some Connecticut ornament punches. If you have a bar of lead 

U1C ? t0 8 * e What th ® ia P r ® sa i°ns look like. I seem to recall 
ttiat Dick Picker located some punches a number of years ago but the 

conclusion was that they were not for use on dies. My general conclusion 
to date on letter and ornament punches is that we have considerably 
underestimated the capabilities and technology existing in the 1780-1790 

era Are you, for example, familiar with the use of chilled cast iron 
puncheons for hot forging? 

I agree that there was only one mint in the New Haven area, and it was the 
Afater Street mint, but I do not agree that Bushnell »s comments are 
fictitious, I think that is the wrong word, he was - I believe - 
caught in an error , a misunderstanding, of the name of the location, and 
that error has caused all sorts of grief to later researchers. 

Another subject - Machin's Mill - in your studies I trust that you have 
researched the personal papers of Machin. Is there any positive data to 
indicate that his Mills actually produced ANY coinage output (even the 
1000 pounds as per Crosby) ? There is a Research Forum question coming 

«f’+h n +h NL °? 4 thi * in * futur ® i88U «* There seems to be something wrong 6 
with the entire numismatic history of this operation. « E S 

Best regards, 

J .C .Spilman 



JCS to EPN 1-20-75 

The Franklin Journal and American Mechanics' Magazine 
Vol, 1, No. 2, February 1826 pages 97-99 

ON HARDENING STEEL DIES for The Franklin Journal 

Mr. Editor, - I avail myself of the opportunity you offer, to record in 
your useful repository, the observations made by ingenious practical 
mechanics, in the prosecution of their respective arts. It will no doubt 
comport with your views, to give to merit its just due, by stating the 
origin of processes already known, as Well as to make the knowledge of 
them, more extensivo. 

— The management of steel for nice purposes in the arts, is of vast 

importance, and requires considerable practical skill; it has consequently 
been made the subject of nuraereous experiments, which within the course of 
a few years have resulted in the discovery of many improvements. The general 
method of hardening this metal, is to heat it red hot, and then to plunge 
it into cold water, and sometimes into mercury, in order to reduce its 
temperature as quickly as possible; to effect this cooling with the requisite 
rapidity, the article when plunged, is moved about, in order to expose it to 
new surfaces of the cold fluid. This method answers in general, with small 
or thin pieces of steel, but not when the mass is considerable; in this case, 
the article frequently breaks in the operation, or is hardened at the edges 
only; from this cause much inconvenience , and great loss, have frequently 
resulted to those interested in the hardening of steel dies, for striking 
medals, coins, &e . This has been frequently experienced in the mint of the 
United States; the dies after being completely finished, excepting the process 
of hardening, were very often destroyed in this attempt; or if they passed 
safely through this ordeal, were found to be incapable of sustaining the 
severe and repeated blows to which they, in their use, were subjected. An 
intimate friend of the writer, it is believed, was the first person who 
succeeded in obviating these difficulties so completely, that not the slightest 
danger is now apprehended from the process. 

Mr. Adam Eckfeldt, the present chief coiner in the mint, a very ingenious 
practical mechanic, whose original profession was that of a smith, was 
employed in the infant state of the establishment, to manage this 
department. Aware that the cause of the frequent failures in the process 
alluded to, was the sudden contraction of the steel on the outside, whilst 
the inside was in a heated and expanded state, causing the outer hardened 
and brittle coat of steel to crack or burst, he adopted the following 
expedient. He caused a vessel holding 200 gallons of water, to be placed 
in the upper part of the building, at the height of 40 feet above the room 
in which the dies were hardened; from this vessel, the water was conducted 
down through a pipe of one inch and a quarter in diameter, with a cock at 
the bottom, and nozzles of different sizes, to^regulate the diameter of the 
of the jet of water. Under one of these was placed the heated die, the water 
being directed on the centre of the uppor surface. The first experiment 
was tried in the year 1795» ®nd the same mode has been ever since pursued, 
without a single instance of failure. 

By this process the die is hardened in such a way, as best to sustain the 
pressure to which it is to be subjected, and the middle of the face, which by 
the former process was apt to remain soft, now becomes the hardest part. The 
hardened part of the die so managed, were it to be separated, would be found 
to be in the form of a segment of a sphere, resting in the lower soft part, 
as in a dish; the hardness of course gradually decreasing as you doscond 

toward the foot. Dies thus hardened, preserve their forms until they are fairlv 
worn out. * 

> . J awar « that the above mode is now in frequent use, as Mr. Eckfeldt never 

wished to keep it secret; a gentleman of the mint, communi cited the process to 
a friend in Birmingham, England, where, it is believed, it was not previously known. 

Should you think the above information worth publishing, you will 
b y th a 1 s ame ° ge n 1 1 eman ° th * r COmttunicRtion8 » containing improvements effected 

Yours very respectivejy , K. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 26, 1973 


Mr. J. C. Sp ileum 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


The excitement which you have generated in citing the article 
in THE ENGINEER is great. I am looking forward to it with the greatest 
of enthusiasm and Peter Gaspar is looking forward to it for his research 
in early 19th century coin procedure. We are going to have a copy made 
and perhaps it should even be published. I am very grateful for your 
pointing it out. 

How would you like me to send you a couple of my ornament 
punches for study? 

As to Machin*s Mills, I have not researched the personal papers 
of Thomas Machin. I believe they were burned up in the fire of the New 
York State Library, Many of his papers are published and that is 
where I read them. His mills did produce coins because there are 
some descriptions of what was going on there. I have all this data 
assembled and all I need is time to work on it. You are right that 
the numismatic history of the operation needs revision and that is 
what I was trying to do. 

Thank you for asking me to put in new Connecticut material. 

I wish we could get together and let me show you what I have. 

My very kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours , 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION: SOCIETY 


/ 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 30, 1973 


Mr. James Spilman 
The Colonial Newsletter 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Ala. 35802 

Dear Jim: 

I received the article from The Engineer and it was fascinating reading. 
Thank you, very much, for calling it to my attention. 

I would like an extra copy of Vol. 12, No. 1 of COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 
because it has so much interesting material and favorite subjects of mine. 

I agree with your Mutton Head diagnosis and hope that Ned will. I wonder 
whether the head was a punch, or whether it was cut into the die directly. 

I was also pleased to learn that my 1785 Connecticut 4(2)-F(4), the obverse 
of which you illustrated from a picture in the files of the American Numismatic 
Society, is still sort of unique. 1 would gladly have lent you the coin but 
the picture from ANS was taken for me. 

I was intrigued by your Fugio structure but would have preferred that it 
be laid out entirely on a flat surface with your levels as arms instead of 
connecting the levels. 

I am sending, under separate cover, two sealing wax impressions of the 
Mattatuck Fugio sun dial die. The one impression is cracked, but clear. The 
other impression has good border dentils but the center is miserable. 

1 am also sending, under separate cover, nine ornament punches for the 
Connecticut cents. Apparently they were buffed off slightly at the front end. 

I hope you will study them and give me your opinion with respect to them. 

I am also sending a lead impression of a negative made with the punches. This 
will help you in studying the matter. 

I have just examined a Fugio 11-X with a very heavy die clashing on the 
sun dial side. I presume you are aware of this state of the die. 

Have a great time in working on the items sent and return them after you 
have had a full opportunity to study them. 

My kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

EPN/atb 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 18,1073 


Dear Jim: 


Thank you for your April 11,1973 letter with respect to 
the mysteries we are probing. 

oST £ t 8 h 

no one made these to S f S ^ fileS seems to me to be natural. Certainly 
non-numismatic is any ° ne * The onl y thin S that can make them 

molds but th*v U h 1 they Were made up in order to make some type 
thev ™ 3 S " range Shape for that * As I told you I believe 

long before I got them” 1°^ ° n the ^ and 1 believe this was 

recollection where t the ™ f ° r at least 25 y ears and have no 

ha d them, but that L meanness the "- 1 " aS t0ld £het 

circulation 

them in ? Vesvect to Voce p opuli issues there is no ..reference to 

They have Lvtr e bBm n fa e T^ Per ^ ° ther fa'r as I know, 

and studied fha < Un . n any Amer i ca n board and I have examined 

Chapman catalogues nV w“°after°the What appe,red ln the 

imported from afte T the dealers undertook to sell what they 

Pennsylvania™ copper 1 *- tt.t'Is 1° "? ^ £hl ” 8 35 * 

- at is just a mistaken impresssbn from Crosby. 

Dean Swift l A in t his h tlraS d " raP ; that ^ USed at least three time s 1* 
with Voce Poouli^ wl cade aga: inst Woods coinage and had nothing to do 

of little value or not wrthVSp ^ meant anythin 8 

from the Suiso -Fv. q „ v d n , 3 rap * That Swiss dendimination is a far cry 

thus we have a wee 

other Mtte«I°?hatT a the t °nlrway 1 to 1 Seo a ” d y ° U £ ° r c< ” mentln 8 0 '> the 

t„ v T . y Wa ^ to kee P each other on our toes. 

I realize thatThere^ere several^ie^^ haVing h ' eard ° f Stephen Ford > but 
Buell (or Buells) 1 dl sinkers and not just Atlee and xkn 

can come to^wr^tlTU^W i* "a" 1 rpOU W0W - HhCT d ° ^ thlpk 3™ 

My Ucreta^Tat r^r^afte?^ ° nC fj”™ ad ” lrers - 
as is obvious fter 23 y ears with me. I am the typist 

Cordiallly , 


James Spillman 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 

througfi research and exhibition 

OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

April 11, 1973 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Eric: 

The impressions of the Mattatuck "New Haven" die have arrived together with 
the set of punches. I shall advise you of my opinions regarding them as soon as 
I conduct a few comparisons photo-optical ly with the coinage. I note that 
these show evidence of metallurgical testing and I trust that you have spectrograms 
of their composition. At least two of them appear to be fabricated from the shanks of 
metal cutting files and one from the shank of a wood rasp. 

After all of our efforts to obtain impressions of the Mattatuck Die I discovered 
while I was in New York a few weeks ago that ANS has both a cast and clay 
impression in their Fugio cabinet which are labled "Mattatuck Die". So, I have 
requested photographs and will send you a copy of their impression as soon as I 
receive them. 

I now have another observation regarding your "Halfpence in America" research 
regarding the use of "bungtown" relative to coinage circulating - or subsequently 
collected in America. I looked through your paper rather hurridly to see if you 
had touched on the VOCE POPULI issues and did not locate anything, but I may have 
missed it. As you are aware the "Pennsylvania" coppers you have discussed 
have a very fuzzy history in the various sale catalogues so far as their identity is 
concerned — but what about the VOCE POPULI ? These are listed in various 
catalogues both as Pennsylvania coppers and as Bungtowns and would certainly 
tie in very strongly with the use of "rap" halfpence (meaning Irish) as that phrase 
was used circa 1785. These references appear in the Clay, Parmelee, Bushnell, 

Davis, Stickney & Jenks sales, just to cite a few, and there seems to be no 
question whatsoever here that the specimens called bungtowns and Pennsylvania 
coppers and counterfeit halfpence are all in reference to the VOCE POPULI. 

Finally Eric, I wonder whether in your studies and research on the early mints 
and coinages you have ever encountered a cohort of the incredible Abel Buell, 
by the name of Stephen Ford? 

Best regards. 


J .C . Spilman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 7, 1973 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


You asked for additional copies of my letter of April 18, 
1973 and it is enclosed herewith. 

I am particularly interested in your comment that you 
believe that metal tests will establish the age of the metal stock 
from which the punches are made. I have no knowledge of any such 
test being successful and was wondering if you could give me the 
basis for those conclusions. 

Thank you for your opinion on the punches. 

Someone will probably write you asking to enlarge the 
Colonial Newsletter to cover Colonial paper money and you can give 
that your consideration. 

This Fall I will send you the Connecticut piece for photo- 
graphy. 


My kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EFN: jah 
Enel. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

May 26, 1973 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I am returning the nine punches and two impressions of the "Mattatuck Die". 

Thank you so much for the opportunity of examining them. Also the lead impression. 

The sealing wax impressions were not of much help - the specific areas that I needed to 
see are very poor on each of them and I am going to have to wait until I receive the 
photographs from ANS before I can make the determinations that I want. 


I have concluded that the punches are not coinage punches but are instead 
bookbinders punches for impressing gold ornaments on leather bindings. My guess 
is that they are - at most - some fifty years old; however, I believe that tests 
would readily establish the age of the metal stock from which the majority are made. 

In your letter of March 30, 1973 you mentioned that the 1785 Connecticut 
Obverse 4.2 photograph that I used in the January 1973 issue of CNL was of a 
specimen in your collection. This is a surprise to both Ned and me because both of 
us were under the impression that this specimen was in the ANS collection and we 
used the ANS photograph with that thought in mind. I would certainly have 
liked to have had a better photograph of it but the backlog at ANS is so great - 
at present more than 90 days for new negatives - that we did not even consider 
asking that one be made, had we done so we would have discovered our mistake. 

If you would like to have a better photograph I would be happy to make one for you 
if you will send me the specimen. I have developed a modified bright field 
illumination techinique that I believe is better than any other for photographing 
copper specimens. 

I seem to have misplaced my copy of your most recent letter Eric. Do you have a 
carbon copy that you could send me? I do recall your invitation to visit with you 
and certainly hope that I shall be able to accept your offer one of these days, but I 
need to review your other comments before I can comment on them. I must have 
misfiled it someplace, and it will turn up someday, but I would rather not wait that 
long, so I will appreciate a carbon. 

Best regards. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 25, 1973 


Mr, James Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


RF 52 (Apr, 1973) Colonial Newsletter 

I wrote up this matter in the NSM in January, 1960 p. 6 
but had not then located the data in the English papers. Enclosed 
is that data. It shows Birmingham was the source. The person 
who wrote it must have known what he was talking about as he was 
correcting others. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN: jah 
Encls. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC DRIFCTC 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^5 o Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

January 9 , 1974 


Mr. J. C. Spilman 
The Colonial Newsletter 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: Re: Auctori Plebis 

Your 12/30/73 letter as to the uniface Auctori Plebis 
is at hand. This piece is an evasion halfpence made in England 
about the same time as the variety dated 1787 with the Indep 
et Liber reverse. This uniface variety is not listed in the 
Atkins descriptions of evasions, although it has an obverse facing 
right with the same legend as described in #8. Your patron's 
item is illustrated in an article by Howard Kurth in the Numismatic 
Review , Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 54. 

In my collection I have two different Auctori Plebis 
obverses with blank reverse (one is like yours). I also have two 
Auctori Plebis obverses with the Hispaniola reverse (only one is 
listed is Atkins). It is up to you as to whether publication is 
of interest. They are American inspired but were never used here. 
Crosby and Kurth say about all there is to know, but your patron 
might have other data. Die varieties of evasions are endless but 
this may have more appeal because its sister coin is American In- 
spired. All pieces are poorly struck. 

I have retained your photo as it is a copy, but will return 
it if you wish. 

Best wishes for 1974 when we should meet somehow. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN : j ah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

May 22, 1974 


Mr. James C. Spiloan 
The Colonial newsletter 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


The Crosby foreword which I wrote for the reprint Is primarily 
bibliographical because that was something new. Would you be nice enough 
to read it and quickly make any suggestions for improvement . 

I believe I have solved most of the problems concerning the 
publication by virtue of finding 1869 and 1870 references in AJN by study- 
ing the 1878 edition, etc. 

I am enclosing a copy foryou to forward to Ned Barnsley and would 
appreciate if you would do so as I do not have his present address. I 
would be grateful for his prompt commentary. 

The one thing that bothers me is that I do not wish to pre-empt 
what Ned or you or others might be writing. I was given a short deadline 
and, thanks to your help and the queries raised in our correspondence by 
by you and others, I have consolidated my thinking. Please be frank if I 
am stepping on anyone's toes. 

Writing this foreword was unusually pleasant and challenging for 
me as I started last Friday night and worked straight through to Sunday 
night without stopping. 

I am combing for errors and hope both you and Ned will also. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPNjJah 

Enel. 

cc: Mr. Ned Barnsley 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS. CURRENCY AMn I— I TQT YYD T C' Tcc^rr 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri, 
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* July 18, 1974 

Mr. James C. Spilman 
The Colonial Newsletter 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


Dear Jim: 


I received your letter today after mailing one to you. 


I recognize the strong position you are taking that the 
photographs are from foil impressions. I have seen these ragged edges; 
nevertheless, these could be plaster copies which have been shaved down. 

They may be too good to be foil copies. I do not think they were set in a 
recessed holder. Perhaps they were taken individually, then printed in a 
positive, the positives assembled and rephotographed. The numbering labels 
were put on at first, but were so poor that perhaps the bond for the paste-up 
printed with the numbers first. In any event, I left the matter open in the 
Foreword I wrote. 


_ , You raised the point that Chaplain may have been fired because 

of the poor plates. I do not agree. Plate I is superb. In Plates II, III 
an IV they may have thought the label paper was the same color as the back- 
ground paper, but the camera showed them it was not. In addition, I do not 
believe the printer would do the photographic plate making. 

• You raise a very interesting point about the American Museum 
of History Library. I will find out if the copy they retain is still in 
wrappers or is bound. 

You raised the point as to whether the proper terminology 

wit rtlT rS ^ C T rS f °^ the PartS * Whatever it: is is ™t sewn together 
ith the pages. It merely is pasted onto the spine. There is no mailing 

a u d the entire P art must have be en in an envelope. It was 
intended that the jacket be destroyed when the book was bound. Whether it 
was a wrapper or a cover is a technical decision, but my feeling is that 

Tnt c ° rrect because it is to be torn off.' A cover usually is not 
intended to be torn off. * 

Aq T h t-h I , feel badly if Ned thinks I have usurped some of his research, 

s I wrote both of you, I was worried about using the material which you fur- 

a maaner w bmh might be subject to criticism. I fed you inde- 
171 tui Sub j ect ich either he nor you had and vice versa. This 

TnrrnH ^ P whate j; er P ro J ect 7™ were planning. I had been asked before to do 
S Hoch s reprints. When the opportunity to do the Crosby Foreworc 

ong, I felt I should do it. It was mere coincidence that I received 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ( iRIFCTg 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
July 18, 1974 
Page 2 - 


a felephone call and learned that a reprint of Crosby was scheduled. I agree 
with you that when Ned edited on two separate occasions what I had written that 
he was without objection to my action. 

I am enclosing a photocopy of Plate IV before it was corrected. 
If you want to include the detail in C & L as to its correction, please feel 
free to do so. The corrections are noted on the enclosed slip. 

I am delighted to work with you, Ned or anyone; however, there 
is always additional detail which can be worked into written data. Each one 
has to decide for himself how much detail a reader can digest and how important 
minutia may be. I have helped with many articles written by others and have 
received help from many. We all do this for enjoyment and I certainly will 
appreciate any suggestions you have to smooth any ruffled feathers which might 
have arisen out of the Crosby matter. 


Cordially, 


EPN: jah 


Eric P. Newman 


Enel. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 19, 1974 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I hope the 
will shock you as It 


enclosed Item relating to how plates are made 
did me. It was found by serendipity. 


I am also enclosing the South Carolina pictures which 
a®*® ln ** at * hflW Boulton correspondence in the Birmingham 

, ® y f fiC Jr ® lr “ in 8 ham » England. I was unable to ascertain the 
etter in which these were enclosed, whether it was June 4, 1788. 
June 24, 1788 or July 4, 1788. They were found loose. 


file 

file 


} am also enclosing a few other items which were 
and which you probably already have. The other items 
I know you have. 


in my 
in my 


Kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:jah 

Ends. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS fllRRFlMrv awn uicTAmr 


June 30, 1975 

Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

Dear Jim: 


A little 1893 newspaper tidbit for your 
file. I just found it in a book I 
received. 


I have a duplicate of the A.J.N. for 
July 1875 with the Crosby excerpt on 
the Fugio coinage and the announcement 

r^ t i:, Wrap P er ° f the com Pl e tion of 
Do you collect this 
If so. I'll send it. 


Crosby's work, 
sort of thing? 


% best. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: jah 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

July 19, 1977 


Mr. James Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I am really proud of your Connecticut die link chart. You 
have produced an amazing item to study and work with. I have been 
in China and thus I didn't get to reading your work until the "revision" 
came. 


Speaking of minor errors in writing, I call attention to TN57A 
from Walter Breen criticizing a minor mistake of mine. I believe I should 
reply and show him to be wrong also, if Ray Williamson hasn’t already done 
it. Ray told me he would. If he has not by now, please advise me and I'll 
nit pick at Walter. Incidentally, Walter wrote a long review of the Half- 
pence article for other publications and thoroughly praised it. He must 
have run out of barbs for the moment and had to find something. 

Let me hear from you on the latter item. 

Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


October 31, 1978 


Mr. Jim Spilman 
Dear Jim: 

I enclose for CNL a matter which 
may be of interest. Please feel 
free to edit it and make sug- 
gestions as I will be delighted 
to revise it after you do so. 


Sincerely , 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


October 31, 1978 
Hr. Jim Spilman 
Dear Jim: 

As to the English Half Pence 
matter, I have never heard from 
Ned and I am working up a respons 
myself. I will send it shortly. 


Sincerely , 


Eric P . Newman 


jah 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 

November 9, 1978 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


In answer to your inquiry of November 6, 1978, I find that 
I have a pair of uniface Fugios in white metal supposedly made by 
Crosby, and my envelope shows that they are 106 and GG. The 102 
might have been an older numbering, but the item is identical to the 
picture of mine which you sent me. These are supposed to have been 
made by Sylvester Crosby and described in the 1902 AJN. They are 
still very bright and I acquired them in 1957. 

I also have 101-AA in pot metal or pewter, but this is a 
solid piece weighing 173% grains and has a specific gravity of 9.3. 

Then I have three copper electro shells, one of 106 and two of GG, 
having been made apparently by Crosby. Two are reverses and one is 
an obverse. One of the reverses is a negative similar to a die. 

Other than the foregoing I have the uniface hub impression 
of DD which you know about. Tell me what you want and I will either 
give you the information or send them to you. 

The uniface items and the shells came from the Brand collection 
through Richard Picker. 

X am pleased to be able to help you. 

Kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



SPEED LETTER 


FROM 


TO 


Eric P. Newman James C. Spilmon/CNL 

6450 Cecil Avenue P.O.Box 4411 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 Huntsville, Alabama 35302 

SUBJECT 

NO. 9 a to FOLD 

, - J f-* =-» .ri? -v - 

Deor Eric: 

Many thanksfon the CNL input regarding Barnsley's C-3A (page 609) and TN-76 (page 628ff). I shall 
use the material exactly as you have submitted it. 

Now - here is one for you. You will recall a number of years ago you sent me a photo of Fugio 102. 
To Jog your memory, please see the attached Polaroid copy of the actual photo. It appears to be 
an impression in lead or somesuch, and I assumed that it was uniface. Another similiar impression 
appeared in the recent Kagin Auction (Lot 1776, GENA Sept. 29-30, 1978). A xerox copy of the 
lot description is attached. As you probably are aware, there are quite a few A NS negatives 
showing 102, but none of them that I am aware of are uniface specimens similiar to these two. 

i 

It is cleartyyevideht that these two are different impressions as the border is much wider on the Kagin 
piece. Do you happen to know the whereabouts of the specimen in your photograph ? It might be 
helpful to compare these two things side by side - I presently have the Kagin piece in hand. 

:,v • 

. . Best regards. 


MESSAGE DATE November 6 1978 


NO. 9 FOLD 

NO. lO FOLD 


* 


NO. 9 a lO FOLD 



I Gray Line 1 "SHAR-A-WAY" . FORM 44-91 2P 3-PARTS 
WILSON JONES COMPANY • © 1961 • PRINTED IN IUS.A, 


SIGNED 


JCSpilman 




REPLY 


DATE 






SIGNED 


- — . ’ v •' 

■ *•;*• • •" • 

' 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

October 6, 1978 


Mr. James C. Spllman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
?. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I am turning over your letter to ray good friend, Peter 
Gaspar, a professor of chemistry at Washington University. He will 
reply. 


At the present time we are working on a matter involving 
precision dental casting of Colonial coins which are devastatingly 
dangerous. They came up in the Bowers and Ruddy sale of 1978 and were 
withdrawn before sale. 

I am enclosing a letter to Ray Williamson as you suggested. 

Please visit me whenever you are in St. Louis or in this 
area, or if you pass through this area. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Jah 

Enel. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

October 6, 1978 


Mr. Ray Williamson 
933 Rothowood Road 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 


Deer R.ay : 



Jim Spllman advises me that you were going to work up a reply 
to Walter Breen's calculation as to the English copper coins which I 
mentioned In my article in the Centennial publication of ANS. I did 
make a mistake In calculation, but so did he. If you want me to look 
over what you have written in its present state I will be delighted to 
and to help you finish it in any way I can. If, however, you want to 
finish it without my interjection I will,. of course, be delighted. 

In any event, I am glad for the opportunity to say "hello" and 
to send you ay very best. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


Jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


SNAP-A-WAY AND RETAIN YELLOW COPY. $E ^fHITE £ ND PINK COPiES WITH CARBON INTACT 
GrayLine "Snap-A-Way" GrayLine "Snap-A-Way" GrayLine "Snap-A-Way" GrayLine "Snap-A-Way" 


TO 


SPEED LETTER® 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


FROM 


J .C .Spilman/CNL 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


SUBJECT 


Dear Eric: 


MESSAGE DATE October 1, 1978 19 


In your Acknowledgements of your "Philadelphia Highway Coin Find" article that appeared in 
the March 1978 issue of the Numismatist you mentioned the laboratory facilities of the Center 
for Archaeometry at Washington University in St. Louis. Could you please tell me who to contact 
so that I can learn the capabilities of this facility. My specific interest is that the 
CNL Foundation now has a hundred or more specimens - mostly Connecticuts and Fugios - that have 
been donated for scientific examination, all attributed by die variety, and suitable for 
destructive testing, if necessary, although I anticipate that non-destructive testing will give us 
all of the information that is necessary. I need to learn the present state-of-the-art, if you will, 
in modern testing techniques and analytical techniques so that we can begin to sort out the 
Early American coinages using modern techniques and statistically significant quantities of 
specimens. The question is how to start, and where? 


Secondly - Ray Williamson is, I fear, not going to be able to complete his efforts on the 
rebuttal to WHB's calculations. He has not told me this in so many words but my interpretation 
of his recent remarks in letters leads me to believe that this will be the outcome unless someone 
jives him some additional encouragement, 



NO. 9 a 10 FOLD 


SIGNED 


(GigyLin*! ’’SNAP-A-WAY' FORM 44-91 2P 3-PARTS 
WILSON JONES COMPANY • © 1961 • PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


RETAIN WHITE COPY, RETURN PINK COPY 
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* 

s • ' 


SPEED LETTER® 

TO 


FROM 


Eric P. Newman 

J. C.Spil man/C NL 


6450 Cecil Avenue 

P.O.Box 441 1 

SUBJECT 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


NO. 9 a lO FOLD 

MESSAGE DATE 9=2-78 19 

Dear Eric: 

A couple of extra copies on CNL ^52 with Vlack’s w 1783" Washington varieties is in the mail 
to you under separate cover. I plan to reprint the two foldout plates if Bob can come up with 
some better prints — those plates were made up from four of Bob's 1961 plates which were 
third or fourth generation prints and had lost the contrast necessary for good halftone reproduction. 

I did not make it to the Houston ANA Convention this year, and I just missed you by one day at 
the Atlanta convention last year. Next year in St. Louis my wife and I are planning to attend 
and will stay for several days — and -- I hope that I finally get to meet you personally after all 
this time! I am looking forward to meeting you and examining that numismatic library that you 
tell me about from time to time. 


Best regards. 


NO. 9 FOLD 

NO. lO FOLD 


SIGNED 


REPLY 



NO. 9 a lO FOLD 


SIGNED 


1 Grayling 1 "SN AP-A-WAY 1 FORM 44-91 2P 3-PARTS 

WILSON JONES COMPANY • © 1961 • PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


RETAIN WHITE COPY, RETURN PINK COPY 
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August 28, 1978 


Mr. Jim Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


Would you be kind enough to send me another copy of the 
most recent Colonial Newsletter with the Washington 1783 die vari- 
ties. I need it for my Washington file as my copy stays with the 
set . 


Thank you. 


Sincerely , 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


TO 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

SUBJECT 



NO. 9 a lO FOLD 

Dear Eric: 


FROM 

James Co Spilman/CNL 
P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


MESSAGE DATE June 8 1979 


About St. Louis ANA Convention -=- at present my tentative plans are that wife and I will 
attend the convention for several days, perhaps three or four, but depending on quite a few 
unknowns such as availability of gasoline or airline reservations, etc, & etc. My thinking is 
that we will fly from Huntsville to St. Louis in order to save time during travel and to get as 
much milage out of my limited vacation time as possible. 

We have not yet registered or made hotel reservations. During the July 29 through August 3 
dates, what would you suggest as the most useful time period — ? — I have not seen a 
schedule of events or details of the Auction Sale. 

We are looking forward to meeting you after all these years! 


Best regards. 


-NO. 9 FOLD 
NO lO FOLD 


SIGNED 


REPLY 



JL ' | 







NO. 9 a lO FOLD 



SIGNED 


| Gray Lina | ”SNAP-A-WAY‘ FORM 44*9 I 2P 3-PARTS 
WILSON JONES COMPANY • <§} 1961 • PRINTED IN D. S. A. 


RETAIN WHITE COPY, RETURN PINK COPY 
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2/6/79 


Mr. Jim Spilman 


Dear Jim: 

I need an extra copy of CNL Serial No. 
53 of October, 1973. An item I wrote 
is in there. 



Eric P. Newman 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 17, 1980 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P.0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I have been asked to prepare my monograph entitled Coinage 
For Colo nial Virginia for reprinting. Supplementary material was 
published in the American Numismatic Society Museum Notes and in 
Colonial Newsletter. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would look in your 
file to see what you might have on Virginia coinage which you would 
have published and which you may have received and not have published 
That would be most helpful. 


toy kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


January 21, 1981 


Hr. Jim Spilman 
Dear Jim: 

Many thanks for your checking your 
Virginia material for me. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


jah 


Eric P. Newman 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


r 


TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


63105 


~1 


FROM 

The 


— 

SUBJECT: 


Your letters of 9/29/81 , 10/18/81 and 11/2/81 


James C . Spilman 

Colonial Newsletter' foundation, Inc. 

P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


DATE: 


November 15, 198 


Dear Eric: Many thanks for your recent letters and notes tabulated above, and for the various 
enclosures that were included. I have been swamped with things non-numismatic for the past several 
months and am just now beginning to catch-up. 

Your offer to assist with information and photographs for The Annotated Betts is 
sincerely appreciated. This is an area that I personally know very little about except that it appears 
to be one of the great unsolved mysteries of early American numismatics. That is - what IS and what 
IS NOT of American origin. I will contact you at a later date as I begin to get the various 
photographs sorted out that I will need to augment the Betts. As you would expect I have received 
a number of evasion pieces for examination (is there a better reference on these than Peterson's 
1956 plates and tables from the Numismatist?) Enclosed is one photograph that I made of a 
humdinger that was sent to me — it appears to be a GEO II l/2d of 1752, obviously a fake of some 
sort, but is it American, British, or what? Where does one start with a specimen such as this? 

Please keep the photos for your files if you wish. 


As for the Vlack/Fuld reprint of Betts, there was nothing new in it. It was nicely printed and 

permanently bound in red cloth and stamped in gold on the spline BETTS — COUNTEFFEIT 

HALF PENCE. About 30 blank pages were included to accommodate the binding, but there was 
no identification whatsoever as to its source. It included only the text pages 1-17, not even the 
cover sheet. 


The text of Batty would be very helpful to me Eric. Please send. 

In great haste, as usual, — Best regards, 

PLEASE REPLY TO ► SIGNED 



JCS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


* 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


V 


August 18, 1982 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


tfy two English tokens with pictures of coining machines 
are in my museum under the category "Preparation of Coins". Due to 
the security system at the bank, I will have to wait for the next 
time the museum cases are opened in order to take them out and send 
them to you for pictures. 

I have never examined the small press at the U. S. 

Mint. I had always assumed it was the press on which the 1792 Half 
Dime was struck. I know that some of the parts are missing. I was 
not familiar with the fact that sinking letters into dies was done 
on a press and not done by hand. 

As to the Connecticut punches, I am wondering why they were 
not made out of wood to press into sand molds if only a few lead orna- 
ment slugs were to be made. Why should they have gone to the trouble 
of making steel punches? What was the procedure for making slugs 100 
years ago. My punches seem to have been ground off a little so that the 
design could be readily seen. 

You certainly got involved in a fascinating subject. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


j ah 


r 


TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


1 


FROM 


James C. Spilman 


The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 


P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


/ SUBJECT: Your letter of 8 Ju ly 1982 

FOLD ^ 

Dear Eric: 

Many thanks for your letter and suggestions. I would appreciate your loan, or photographs, of 4*1** 
English tokens illustrating coinage presses. I was familiar with these but have not had the 
opportunity, or time, to obtain good photos etc necessary to publish the illustrations in CNL. 

They would make a good appendix to the "Overview". I plan at least two more sections to this 
"Overview". The next will discuss planchet cutters, and finally what little I know of dies, 
hubs and associated tools, ynS Mneill; , the numismatic evidence that supports the conclusions, 
especially the automatic feeders used on presses for the Connecticuts and Fugios, and the types 
of cutters used on the planchet presses. 

Speaking of coinage presses; THe U S Mint has, for years, been promoting a small press as the firs 
U S coinage press. It is much to small to be a coppers press and I believe it to be a die sinkers 
press for sinking lettering into dies. I examined this press a few years ago in the Phila. mint and 
reached these conclusions. The small sector handle on this, I believe, is the equivalent of a 
hammer used to sink each punch through a lettering guide secured just above the die face. 

Do you have any information or opinions on this subject. This certainly is NOT the press 
described by George Escol Sellers in his Early Engineering Reminiscences where a large spring was 
used to return the fly, nor the press described at the New Jersey operations, later believed sold 
by Hanna Ogden to the U S Mint. 


DATE- 8-12-82 


A 


Some years ago you loaned to me the "Crosby punches" which I photographed and made impression 
in lead. I also have the Craige impressions made by Craige/Picker in a die. So these will not be 
PLEASE REPLY TO *- SIGNED of use at the moment. Rather simple optical comparisons w 

permif a determinatTofTof~whdrfRFse really are. A TTt ie m 6m6rtf I l66h tOWdfd'lhe ?r use T O 


REPLY make the printing slugs for Crosby, the Book! 


Best regards, 


— 


not be 

/in J 


JCS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 20, 1982 


Mr. James C. Sp liman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


I enclose a photocopy of an item for sale in New York on 
September 30, 1982, at 1:30 p.m. . It looks as though it has sub- 
stantial coining machinery of Europe as of 1762. Its value Is 
estimated at $100 to $150. There is a 10% bidder’s premium. There 
is a reserve on the item, which reserve is probably $100. 

If you don’t feel it should be bought, perhaps the American 
Numismatic Society will have it for examination. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


r 

TO Mr,. Eric t*. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


1 


FROM 


James C . $pi I man 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


DATE: 


1 0-4-82 


/ ; ; 

SUBJECT' Coinage presses on Coins/Tokens/Medals etal 

FOLD | 

Dear Eric: 

The attached several Xerox pages from Dalton & Hamer, and other publications, show all of the 
coinage presses of this sort that are known to me. Are yours some of these, or additional ones? If 
hey are the same as these then there is no great rush if different I would certainly like to have 
good photographs and will appreciate your sending them to me for examination and photography 
when ever it is convenient for you. ^ ' 

Many thanks for sending the Xerox of the book in the Swann Galleries sale. Your note did not arrive 
in hme for me to take action on it (my delay, not yours - I did not get to the P.O.Box in timel) 
but now hat I have the reference I will track down a copy someplace and obtain a set of 
reproduction quality film copies. Do you have any such illustrations in your Library? From old 
books that may not be generally kwon to numismatists? 


^^PLEASE REPLY TO 


REPLY 


SIGNED 


Thanks again. 

Best regards. 



DATE: 


SIGNED 


J 
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British Liberty. 

Nos. 725-739. 0 : A sailor seizing a landsman. * British * liberty * displayed * 


Ex: 1795. 
A. 566 


736. 

737. 

738. 

739. 


E 
11 : 
E . 
R: 
E : 

R: 

E: 

R: 

E: 


725. R : thos. spence, &c. As No. 677. 

E : payable in London. The remainder 

engrailed. A. 559 

725 a. E : Milled. 

726. R: Two men boxing. fashionable 

AMUSEMENT 1790. 

E : SPENCE x a. 560 

726a. E : Milled. A. 560a 

727. R: Britannia. As No. 678. 

E : payable in London and engrailed. 

„„„ A. 561 

728. R : Caduceus. As No. 679. 

E : spence x A. 562 

729. R : Citizens armed. As No. 681. 

E : spence x A. 563 a 

729 a. E : skidmore holborn London. A. 563 

7296. E: Plain. a. 5636 

730. R : Free-born Englishman. As No. 709. 

E : spence x A. 564 

7p0 a. E : Milled. A. 564a 

731. R: Heart and Hand.' As No. 682. 

E: payable in London and engrailed. 

A. 565 

Joining Press. 

Nos. 740-743. O: A “coining press.” inscribed to 
COLLECTORS OF MEDALS * 1796. 

740. R: Two men boxing. As No. 726. 

E: spence x A. 574 

740a. E : payable at the warehouse of 

ALEX 11 MOLISON. 

7406. E : Plain. A. 574a 

741. R : A harp crowned, between thistles. 

ENGLAND . IRELAND . SCOTLAND. 1796 

E : spence X A. 575 

742. R: Highlander. As No. 683. 

E : spence x A. 576 

743. R: Turnstile. As No. 693. 

_E : Plain. a. 577 

716 a 7 ? 9 ar 7 t 9 3 R~ N 7 °on 7 °l a ’ 7 iA?’ 714> “• 721 ’ “> 725a, 734^, 739, 740a, 6, RR. 

? 16’ 722 ’ 726a 7o! 30 7 a I, B 7 „ (i 71 „°: 71 712 > 747 > 7ly > 71 ». 723, 726, 727, 729, 731, 732, 

/ol, (obj 7oo, 74d, scarce. The others, fairly common. 


732. R: Indian. As No. 684. 

E : spence x 

733. R : Lion dismayed. As No. 685. 

E : Plain. A. 567 

734. R: Odd Fellows (man and ass). As 

No. 686. 

E : payable in London and engrailed. 

A. 568 

734a. E : Milled. 

735. R: The beginning of Oppression. As 

No. 687. 

spence x A. 569 

After the Revolution. As No. 689. 
Plain. A. 570 

Shepherd. As No. 690. 
payable in London and engrailed. 

A. 571 

Turnstile. As No. 693. 

Plain. A. 672 

A guillotine and part of a house. 
Plain. A. 573, 
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Warwickshire. 

FARTHINGS. 

BIRMINGHAM. 


475. 0: Bust to right, dr. samuel iohnson 

R : Three lions, promissory half half- 
penny PAYABLE AT . 

E : Mined. 


A. 331 


476. 0 : A female seated upon a rock, holding a 
fasces, copper company. Ex: 1791. 
R : A stork standing upon a cornucopia of 
flowers. FARTHING. 

E : Milled. A. 332 

476a. E : Plain (not in collar). A. 832a 

Also in brass. 

477. 0: and R: Struck from halfpenny dies. A. 333 



s, / 7 a \ 

A / 

: Tii>*re SfjVXUTr 
" A s?Z£i>-r Ai'frj 
it) (HOZTOKA31S 

y \ 3&S.&Z y 

47R 


478. 0 : The same as No. — . 

R : MAY A | FLOWING | TRADE FOLLOW | A 
SPEEDY AND | HONORABLE | PEACE | 

1796. 

E : Milled. 

478a. E : Plain (not in collar). X 

W 480. 


O : Bust to left in cocked hat, a smaU 
cross under, general elliot. 

R: A fleur-de-lis. Birmingham half 

HALFPENNY. 

E : MiPed. A. 335 


A. 334 
A. 334a 

. 0 : Impression of the obverse die of No. 481 

R : Blank. 

E : As No. 481. 


IOHN HOWARD, 


U: A cypher. H H. Birmingham promissory farthing, 
E : H. HICKMANS WAREHOUSE BIRMINGHAM. A. 836 

481a. E : Plain (not in collar). A. 886n 


0 : A figure standing on a pedestal ; upon an oval is die 

SINKR.— PROVINCIAL COINS & MEDALS. Ex : & ENGRAVER. 

R : A coining press, lutwyches manufactory Birmingham. 


and R: Struck from the centres of No. 70 
(general elliot). 

STRATFORD. 

Bust of Shakespeare. Stratford promissory half 
halfpenny. 

STRUCK | IN HONOR AND | TO PERPETUATE j THE MEMORY 
OF | SHAKESPEARE I BORN APRIL 1564 | DIED APRIL I 
1616. 

MiUed. A. 888 

WILLEY. 

and R: Struck from the halfpenny dies of No. 374, 
over Isaac newton farthing. 

MiUed. 


-Rarity— Nos. 476, 485, RRR. 477, 480, 483, RR. 478, a, 484, R. 
. 475, 479, 481, scarce. The others, common. 



Marwicftsbire 

BIRMINGHAM. 


' £7 LUTWYCHB’S. 

*= — , A\ 219. 0 : A figure of Justice seated, holding a 

C ' v ji<J pair of scales, medals & pro- 

• V - 3 VINCIAL COINS. Ex : DEA PECUNIA. 

R : A coining press, lutwyches manu- 
factory. £'a: : Birmingham. 

E : Milled ////// A. 163 

219a. If : PAYABLE BY SAMUEL PRENTICE XXX 

2196. E : Plain (in collar). A. 1636 

219c. E : Plain (not in collar) rounded. 


0 : As last. 

Ft : Bust of George HI. and Queen Charlotte 

LONG MAY THEY REIGN OVER A GRATEFULL PEOPLE. 

W? : Plain. A. 164 


Bust to right. J. PRIESTLEY CITIZEN 
OF THE WORLD. 

The flame of liberty proceeding from 
the tomb of “ hampden & Sidney.” 

SACRED TO LIBERTY. 

Milled. A. 137 

Milled over lettering. 


Proof of obverse of No. 223, 
Blank. 

Struck in white-metal. 




A cypher C.P. 1797 under. Birming- 
ham HALFPENNY FOR EXCHANGE. 

Female seated beside boring tools, 
pouring medals from a cornucopia. 
A beehive on a stand in front. 

THE SUPPORT OF BRITAIN. 

Plain (in collar). A. 165 


Nos. 224-227. O: A cypher P. S. 

BIRMINGHAM HALFPENNY 1792. 

R : Bust in cocked hat. general elliot. 
E : Plain. A. 166 

E : YORK built . a.m. 1223 cathedrai 
REBUILT A.D. 1075. 

E : Milled. 


Two men in a foundry, Ac. 
Milled. I 


Two busts, &c. 
Milled. 


Bust to left. 
Milled. 


MAY THE FRENCH, &C. 

A. 168 

219a, c, d, 221, 222, 2246, 225, 
scarce. The others, common. 


Rarity— Nos. 224a, 227, 228, 231a, 6, 235a, 6, RRR 
226, 229, 230, RR. 221a, 223, R. 224, 234, 




1120 


1105 


1113 


Photo 

Reduced 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND MEDALS OF THE AMERICAS AND THE WORLD 


„OT# DESCRIPTION 


COLOMBIA 


ESTIMATE 


1101 


1102 


MEDINA 328 1808, Silver, 25mm, Nueva Granada, Obv: Crowned Coat of Arms, to left "NA E 
INDIAS" , to right " RE I DE ESPA" , Rev: Legend in 6 lines "AUGUSTA PROCLAMACION DEL N.R.D.G. 

POR FERNANDO VII SEP. 11 DE 1808", VF weak reverse 30-45.00 

UNDATED, Silver, 35mm, Coin-like Medal, Obv: Bust of Ferdinand VII facing right, Rev: Crown 
shield and pillars of Spain, below are dates "1538 1938". This must be commemorating 400th 



anniversary of some event, but cataloguer is not aware of true significance, AU. 


40-70.00 


A HISTORICAL S, RARE SET OF SEVEN (7) COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS in a handsome black velvet case 

together with documentation of each piece, including number struck and description of each. 

Documentation confirms that only 5 of the first medal were struck in Silver and only 1 in 

Gold. The remaining medals of the set were struck in quantities ranging from 500 to 2,000. 

(1) 1948, Silver, 49mm, Homage to Dr. Luis Angel Arango, Manager of Banco de la Republica, 
Obv: An old-fashioned coin press; Rev: In 7 lines "AL DOCTOR/LUIS ANGEL ARANGO/GERENTE 

DEL/BANCO DE LA REPUBLICA/EL PERSONAL DE LA/CASA DE MONEDA/1948" surrounded by a high relief 

laureated wreath. MINTAGE: Only 5 in Silver, and only 1 in Gold. 

(2) Silver, 38mm, Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of Banco de la Republica (1923-1948). 
Obv: Bust of Liberty facing right; Rev: Map of the Republic. MINTAGE: Only 500 struck. 

(3) Silver, 32mm, Commemorating the 15th Anniversary of Gold Museum (1939-1954). Obv: In the 
field is an ornate designed "TAIRONA FIGURE"; Rev: In 3 lines "XV/ANIVERSARIO/1939-1954 " . 

MINTAGE: Only 500 struck. 

(4) Silver, 38mm, 150th Anniversary of Independence (1810-1960) . Obv: A large building in 
the field; Rev: Coat of Arms. MINTAGE: Only 666 struck. 

(5) 1961, Silver, 44mm, Inauguration of Numismatic Museum of Banco de la Republica. Obv: The 
design of Gold 2 Escudos of 1627 (first gold coin struck in Santa Fe) ; Rev: In 6 lines 

"BANCO DE LA/REPUBLICA/MUSEO/NUMI SMATICO/BOGOTA/COLOMBIA" . MINTAGE: 1,000 Pieces. 

(6) Silver, 44mm, Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Boyaga (1819-1969). 
Obv: Statue of Bolivar; Rev: Coat of Arms of the Republic. MINTAGE: 1,000 Pieces. 

(7) 1968, Silver, 44mm, Commemorating Visit of Pope Paul VI, Obv: In a recesses circle in the 
field is the Bust of Pablo VI facing left; Rev: Ornate design. MINTAGE: 2,000 Pieces. 

Set of all 7 pieces, beautifully toned, UNC 200-400.00 


DENMARK 


1104 1864, Bronze, 30mm, Obv: Bust of King Christian IX facing right, to left "CHRISTIAN IX", to 

right "KONGE AF DANMARK"; Rev: In the field within a beaded circle "1864", and within a larger 
beaded circle around edge "FOR DEELTAGELSE I KRIGEN" , Fine 8-12.00 

*1105 1912, Silver, 45mm, Obv: Bust of Christian X facing right, legend above and around "CHRISTIAN 

X KONGE AF DANMARK"; Rev: X within an ornate design with crown above, legend around "MIN-GUD- 
MIT- LAND • OG -MIN -AERE " , in exergue "15'MAJ 1912", UNC toned 50-100.00 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


* 1106 Bronze, 46mm, Military Decoration, 25 points suspended from bar with clasp and ribbon, Obv: 

Trujillo facing right with 5 stars above; Rev: Dominican coat of arms in center, legend in 

two lines around, Inner Legend: "ANO DEL BENEFACTOR DE LA P ATRIA" , Outer Legend "25 ANOS DE 

LA GLORIOSA ERA DE TRUJILLO", VF-XF 30-50.00 

* 1107 Silver and multicolored enamel, 80mm, Military Decoration, Obv: Trujillo facing right, above 

8 stars, below "ORDEN DE TRUJILLO" sitting on six gold, blue, and white enamel flags which 

are sitting on a green outlined white enamel Maltese cross; Rev: Within a circle in center 'Henri 

Walravens/9 Rue Joseph Claes/Bruxelles/MIDI”, around 'Fabrique D'Ordres Beiges Et Estrangerd', VF 60-100.00 

1108 1956, Silvered Bronze, 75mm, Obv: Bust of Trujillo, 5 stars in exergue, 2 line legend above 

and around " GENERALI SIMO RAFAEL LEONIDAS TRUJILLO MOLINA/PADRE DE LA PATRIA NUEVA"; Rev: 

Allegorical hands holding torch, above are 5 stars, Legend around "FERIA DE LA PAZ Y CON- 
FRATERNIDAD DEL MUNDO LIBRE", in exergue "ANO DEL BENEFACTOR/DE LA PATRIA/1955-1956" in 3 
lines, Fine 30-50.00 


ECUADOR 


"The Medals of Ecuador" by A1 Almanzar and Dale Seppa was used as reference in listing the following. 

1109 EC 4 1891, Bronze, 60mm, Obv: Building in field. Legend above and around "EXPOSICION NACIONAL 
DEL ECUADOR", and below " DICIEMBRE 9 DE 1891"; Rev: Seated woman, to left "PREMIO/AL/MERITO" 
above and around "LA MUNICIPALIDAD DE QUITO", and below "MAYO 24 DE 1892", VF minor corrosion 

in places 20-30.00 

1110 EC 20 1906, Silver, 30mm, Obv: Commemorative monument of the heroes of 1809; Rev: Coat of arms 
below is an 8 line legend in Spanish, including the date; holed, probably when issued, VF 10-15.00 

1111 EC 2 3 1909, Bronze, 33mm, Commemorating the Centennial of Independence, Obv: Coat of arms, be- 
low is ”1809-1909", and above "LA MUNICIPALIDAD DE QUITO"; Rev: Within an ornate frame, kneel- 
ing women praising heroes, above "GLORIA/A LOS HEROES", and below "DE LA/INDEPENDENCIA" , 

holed, probably when issued, AU toned .... 10-15.00 
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into the mold, although this is a prompt answer. 
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The Blake & Co. $20 gold replica is among the most 
common known to exist. Years ago, the Chrysler Corpo- 
ration gave them out to anyone who visited a Chrysler 
show room and took a test drive in a Plymouth Gold 
Duster. Literally thousands of these pieces were hand- 
ed out. 
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TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


~l 


/ QTl 


SUBJECT: "First" U.S. Coinage Press 

fold| 

Dear Eric: 


FROM 


James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


DATF- 10-8-82 


In 1973 when I examined the U.S. Mint's "First" Coinage Press (that I believe is a die sinkers 
press) it exhibited the placard as shown on the attached Xerox cop/ (made from a color slide). 

You will note that they claim that it was "used to produce trial coins in 1792 and many of the 
half-cents and cents of 1793." 


Best regards. 



JCS 


^^PLEASE REPLY TO 


REPLY 


SIGNED 



VDATE: 


SIGNED 



THIS COPY FOR PERSON ADDRESSED 


GRAYARC CO., INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11232 
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United States Mint 



1792 

✓ 


Throughout the forty-year life of the first mint, coins were labori- 
f struck on screw presses powered solely by the strong arms of the 
• coiners. Working from five or six o’clock in the morning until eight or 
i nmc at n ‘ghf» s ^ x days a week, the employees were able to produce only 
a million coins in the first eight years of operation. 

Adam Eckfeldt, who was frequently employed by the mint in 1792 
to build machinery, constructed this coining press even before the mint 
buildings were completed. It was used to produce trial coins in 1792 
and many of the half-ccnts and cents of 1793. Larger presses were soon 
built (four were in use by April, 1795), so it is probable that this small 
screw press was retired after striking less than three hundred thousand 
coins. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


October 11, 1982 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 


A reply to yours of 10/4/82. 

I have long since sent to a friend for photography D & H 
#482 and #219. They should be back any moment. Some other coins 
of mine were being photographed, so I sent those tokens along to save 
you the trouble of doing it. 

A WORD OF WARNING. The picture of the $20 Blake & Co. replica 
with coining press you sent should not be published by you. There are 
no genuine originals of the piece in our opinion. The coin is not 

listed in the Red Book. We feel that the coin press is, therefore, 
fictitious and not an illustration of anything which existed in 1855 
or before. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Nevnnan 


Jah 
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United States Mint 

First Coining Press 




1792 

✓ 

Throughout the forty-year life of the first mint, coins were labori- 
ously struck on . screw presses powered solely by the strong arms of the 
coiners. Working from five or six o’clock in the morning until eight or 
xunc at night, six days a week, the employees were able to produce only 
a million coins in the first eight years of operation. 

Adam Eckfeidt, who was frequently employed by the mint in 1792 
to bmid machinery, constructed this coining press even before the mint 
buildings were completed. It was used to produce trial coins in 1792 
and many of the half-cents and cents of 1793. Larger presses were soon 
built (four were in use by April, 1795), so it is probable that this small 
screw press was retired after striking less than three hundred thousand 
coins. 




TO 


r 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St, Louis, Missouri 63105 


n 


FROM 

The 


James C . Spilman 

Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. O. BOX 4411 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35802 


/ 

SUBJECT: 


10-13-82 



Enclosed are several plates reproduced from Diderot's Encyclopedic that may shed some light on 
answers to your questions regarding your "Crosby" punches. The first - Printing - discusses the 
manufacture of type with the use of punches and counterpunches = such as yours « to manufacture 
the printing slugs. 

Next - a couple of illustrations where wood punches are used for gilding. 

Finally - several plates on figure lathes in the section on Turning, which is extensive. The first of 
these that I have sent include several coin and die illustrations (Figs 5,6,7 & 8). I have not 
attempted to obtain the text that describes these particular tools but evidently figure lathes were 
used in some phase of die manufacture. Probably for something more that simply turning round the 
final outer diameters. They may have been used for working the faces of hubs in some manner. I 
thought these might arouse your curiousity a bit — it would be worthwhile, I believe, to obtain 
a translation of the text that goes with these particular plates. New York City Library is perhaps 
the best source as they have a complete Diderot and , I believe, translation services for a fee. 
Diderot comprises seventeen volumes of text and eleven volumes of plates and it is a bit of a chore 
to relate the correct portions of text to particular plates. 


Best regards. 





GRAY ARC CO., INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11231 


Plate 369 Printing I 

The 18th century was an age of elegant bookmaking and skillful printing. Indeed, 
whatever pains the publisher of the present book may take, it is not likely that he will 
achieve so fine a production as the Encyclopedia itself. It may, therefore, be consoling 
to reflect that, because of the excellence of 18th century paper and binding, the ori- 
ginal text and plates will probably be in good condition centuries hence when these 
reproductions will have crumbled to dust. 

Punting, too, was at a very high level, much higher, indeed, than the printing of the 
following century. Type faces were graceful, well-designed, and pleasing to the eye 
Pages were admirably planned, perfectly squared, and clearly pressed. 

The first step in preparing type for printing was manufacturing punches for indivi- 
dual letters of a font. The punch was made of hard, fine steel, a bar of which is being 
finished at the forge (Fig. I ). This is to be a letter “B” , and in Fig. 2 the artisan stamps 
what will be the loops of the “B’’ into the heat-softened punch-head, using a counter- 
punch. A glance at the facing part of the plate will clarify these steps. Fig. 5 is the vise 
in which the punch is held for stamping, Fig. 1 is the counterpunch, and Fig. 2 (below) 
shows the punch as it leaves the hands of the stamper (Fig. 2 above). Finally, in Fig. 3, 
above, the outer edges are delicately filed to leave the “ B ” as it appears below in Figs 
3 and 4. 6 ' 

This required great precision, and a perfect alignment of the axis of the letter. The 
filer guides himself by means of the device shown in Fig. 7 , covering the surface of 
the stone (Fig. 8) with a film of olive oil to lubricate the fling. Then, hi tests the 
punch by smoking its end and making an impression on a sheet of paper. Finally, the 
punch must be annealed to give it the hardest possible temper. 

Unfortunately, there is no plate to illustrate the punching of the matrix. The operation 
was a simple one, however. The letter was struck into a blank of copper approximately 
an inch long by a quarter-of-an-inch wide and a sixteenth-of-an-inch thick. This 
matrix, carrying the negative of the letter, then slipped into the head of a mold assem- 
bly in which the letters were finally cast in type metal. , 


Plate 369 Printing I 
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Plate 422 



Plate 422 Gilding II 

To gild leather it is first necessary to print, or emboss, the design on the leather piece. 
This is accomplished by wood blocks (Fig. 13, opposite). Leather would usually 
be embellished in various colours with paints (Fig. l),as well as gold or silver leaf, or 
both. In either case the metal is applied with a pair of ebony pincers (Fig. 2) on the 
handle of which is mounted a piece of foxtail which brushes without scratching. 
Finally, the gilding is pressed into the bosses (Fig. 5), and a polisher gently buffs a 
gilded leather band (Fig. 4). The tools appear opposite. 


Gilding II 



Fol. Ill, Doreur tur cuir, PI. III. 


